


Listen to Diamond Duel 
broadcasts anywhere 
on your phone or tablet.
Download the WEOL app and 
begin streaming games from 
your favorite teams today.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
Elyria @ Elyria Catholic, 1pm

THURSDAY, APRIL 20
Brookside @ Firelands, 5pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 22
Keystone @ Lorain, 10am 

Vermilion @ Avon Lake, 1pm

THURSDAY, APRIL 27
Firelands @ Wellington, 5pm

FRIDAY, APRIL 28 
Prebis Memorial Tournament

Elyria Catholic vs. Midview 
5pm @ Victory Park

SATURDAY, APRIL 29 
Prebis Memorial Tournament

Keystone vs. St. Vincent-St. Mary 
10am @ LaGrange

Amherst vs. Olentangy Liberty 
12pm @ LaGrange

THURSDAY, MAY 4
Brookside @ Open Door, 5pm

SATURDAY, MAY 6
Columbia @ Elyria Catholic, 11am

THURSDAY, MAY 11
Midview @ Vermilion, 4:45pm

SATURDAY, MAY 13
Lorain @ Amherst, 12pm

Diamond Duel 
Broadcast Schedule

BASEBALL (BLUE) ● SOFTBALL (RED)
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If the pitcher has not started his motion 
to the plate before that time is up, an auto-
matic ball is called. If a batter is not in the box 
before eight seconds remain on the clock, an 
automatic strike is called. 

Infielders will have to adjust to rule 
changes too.  The shift, where fielders move 
from their traditional positions on the field to 
better defend a batter, is no longer permitted. 

All four infielders need to be on infield dirt 
with two players on each side of second base. 

Rookies no more
Seventeen players made their debut for 

the Guardians in a historic 2022 season. 
The Guardians are the only team in MLB 

history to clinch their division title while 
starting at least 16 rookies. 

The lineup that trotted out on Open-
ing Day at Progressive Field was nearly 
unrecognizable by October. 

This made last year’s run so special. 
So many of these players, from top pros-

pects to minor-league surprises, found a 
way to contribute on the field and in the 
batter’s box. 

Several Cleveland pitchers made their 
first major league appearances in 2022. 
How they fare in 2023 remains to be seen.

Xzavion Curry, a 2019 draft pick, dazzled 
in the minors and made two starts in 2022. 

Cody Morris made five starts before tak-
ing a bullpen role late in the year during the 
postseason. 

Hunter Gaddis and Konnor Pilkington are 
vying for roles on this team. However, with 
a strong rotation seemingly in place, it may 
be tough for these young arms to break into 
the rotation.

The list doesn’t stop with pitchers.
Tyler Freeman and Gabriel Arias are look-

ing for infield utility roles this season.
Richie Palacios and Will Brennan are 

making their respective cases for more 
playing time in the outfield.  

Brennan contributed to the Guardians’ 
postseason run and logged better numbers 
than Palacios, albeit with a fraction of the 
games played.

Mike Zunino was signed as a free agent, 
and he will assume the starting catcher 
position. Bryan Lavastida and Cam Galla-
gher are competing for the second spot. 

Steven Kwan 
One of the rookies that debuted in 2022 

was Steven Kwan, who came out of the 
gates on fire, reaching base 15 times in his 
first four games – a feat no other player has 
achieved in the live-ball era. 

Kwan’s approach to the plate is one of 
discipline, spraying the ball around the 
yard. That small-ball mentality, blooping 
in hits and moving runners over and in, 
became the identity of the Guardians. 

However, no one did it better than Kwan, 
who finished the season with a .298 batting 
average at the top of major league baseball 
for fewest strikeouts. He finished third in 
American League Rookie of the Year voting.

Only the Twins’ Luis Arraez struck out 
less than Kwan. 

Who lives in a pineapple 
under the sea? 

In October, the theme song from 
“Spongebob Squarepants” bellowed 
through Progressive Field with fans singing 
in unison at the top of their lungs. 

It was the walk-up music for Oscar Gon-
zalez, who might not live in a pineapple 
under the sea or have saved Bikini Bottom, 
but he did save Cleveland and sent the 
Guardians to the divisional round of the 
playoffs with some extra-inning heroics in 
the Wild Card series. 

Gonzalez is one of the more fun person-
alities in the Guardians’ clubhouse, and 
probably not the only player on this young 
team who watched the popular Nickel-
odeon show. 

“OG,” as he is referred to by fans, pro-
vides some pep and excitement to a lineup 
that is somewhat lacking for power-hitters. 

There was no nautical nonsense with 
Gonzalez. His ability to deliver in the 
clutch, such as the Guardians’ third game 
against the Yankees, is invaluable to a con-
tending team.

In Tito we trust
Since 2015, Cleveland has a .560 winning 

percentage, and a 668-524 record under 
Terry “Tito” Francona’s leadership. 

That is fourth-best in all of baseball. 
The only teams with more wins are the 

Dodgers, Astros and Yankees. New York had 

689 wins in that same stretch, only 21 more 
than Cleveland, with a significantly higher 
payroll for the ball club. 

So what keeps Cleveland in contention, 
despite a massive contrast in dollars? The 
answer is Tito. 

Currently, Francona is arguably the best 
manager in the game, and for good reason. 
Players respond to Tito, plain and simple. 
Whatever an athlete has to offer, Francona 
finds a way to extract that and then some. 

Other teams just don’t have the same 
level of camaraderie within their clubhouse 
and it shows on the field, as evidenced by 
last year’s White Sox team falling apart at 
the end of their season, getting swept by the 
Guardians and Detroit Tigers. 

Every spring, Tito sets the tone on the 
first day of full-squad workouts, delivering 
a team-wide speech. This year, he has the 
clubhouse ready to roll again after another 
motivational sermon in late February.

“It’s a great table-setter,” outfielder 
Richie Palacios told MLB.com Guardians 
reporter Mandy Bell. 

Palacios said, “It fired the guys up and set 
the tone on how we know we need to play the 
game in order for us to be good, and we’re 
looking forward to doing that this year.”

Back to the ballpark … 
and your radio!

The return of Guardians baseball means 
the return of warmer weather and fun days 
at Progressive Field. 

Nothing beats cruising down the road 
with the windows down or sitting on the 
back patio listening to Tom Hamilton wel-
come you into the corner of Carnegie and 
Ontario through your radio. 

Catch Guardians baseball, along with 
“Hammy” and “Rosie,” Jim Rosenhaus, all 
season long on AM 930 & 100.3 FM, WEOL.

Follow Rocco Nuosci 
on Twitter @noush9602 

OSCAR 
GONZALEZ

Oscar Gonzalez 
hits a walkoff 
home run against 
Tampa Bay in the 
wild card series.

The Guardians celebrate an at-home  win over the 
Yankees on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2022 in the ALDS. game.

GUARDIANS, from 14










