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Midview’s Logan Bolin capped off a remarkable career with an equally out-
standing senior season. In his final year at Midview, the Middies’ wide receiver
compiled 81 catches for 1,314 yards and 21 touchdowns. The only thing that
stymied those numbers was when the Bolin selflessly moved to quarterback at
the end of the season to fill in for an injured Dustin Crum. As a two- way player,
the senior Middie made life difficult for his counterparts, breaking up seven
passes while intercepting four. If opponents did make the catch they wouldn’t
get far as Bolin acquired 63 tackles on the season. Along with winning the
Lorain County Golden Helmet Award, Bolin was named to All-Ohio First Team,
was the Northeast Lakes District player of the year and was honored with the
Lou Groza award from the Cleveland Touchdown Club for most outstanding
high school football player in the Greater Cleveland Area. Next year, Bolin will
continue his football career at NCAA D-II Ashland University. 
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Several months from now, high school football teams from across Ohio will square off in state champi-
onship games.  It takes a lot of talent, hard work, and sometimes, a little luck to get there.

Getting there is the goal of every team this time of year.  Of course, some know they have a better
chance than others of making a championship run, but they all want to be the last team standing.

With that thought in mind, we are proud to bring you another season of Forecast Magazine, highlight-
ing local high school athletes.  Inside, you’ll find in-depth analysis, a host of features and schedules you
can use all season long.  Once again, you’ll hear the games on AM 930 WEOL and www.weol.com.

Plus, look for the inside scoop on the Ohio State University Buckeyes and the Cleveland Browns.
And remember…your home for OSU football and basketball is AM 930 WEOL!
We are proud to cover and support our local teams and appreciate the assistance of high school athletic

directors, coaches and staffs who help us with our outstanding broadcast schedule.  And we thank our
terrific sponsors who make the games and this magazine possible.

Friday night lights?  You bet!

Craig R. Adams
Operations Manager/News Director
WEOL  AM 930



4 Fall 2016 Forecast Magazine

By: Tim Alcorn
The recurring theme in this

edition of the WEOL Forecast
magazine is memorable
moments. Elsewhere in this
publication, local coaches are
sharing their favorite football
recollections, as are the WEOL
broadcasters. That’s the beauty
of high school football and

everything that surrounds it, the
moments and memories that
are created. This fall, hundreds
of those memories will be made
on the field. It might be a game
winning touchdown, or a vic-
tory sealing interception. But
the high school football experi-
ence creates off the field memo-
ries as well, such as being

crowned Homecoming Queen
or King, performing a dazzling
solo during the halftime show
for the band, or leading the
crowd in a raucous cheer. Yes,
high school football is all about
the moments, and no doubt,
the local high school teams will
create some memorable ones in
the fall of 2016.

A standout memory of the
2015 season was Lorain County
placing six teams in the play-
offs. One of those half-dozen
was Elyria. The Pioneers come
off that post-season campaign
with a slew of returnees, includ-
ing standout running back

2016 Lorain County high school football preview

Steve Manheim/Chronicle

Elyria takes the field.

See CHANGE on page 6
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Chris Atkinson who has rushed
for over 3,000 yards combined
the last two years, and dynamic
junior quarterback Donte Beck-
ett. Head coach Kevin Fell also
returns outstanding linemen
Tyler Schneider and Zack
Opperman, while on defense
the Pioneers welcome back
Brendan Price, Deandre Rose-
boro, Jaquan Turner, Cam King
and Vaughn Sayers. This is an
experienced Elyria team, with
10 starters back on offense and
five on defense. The Pioneers
compete in the rugged Greater
Cleveland Conference with
Solon, Euclid, Mentor,
Strongsville, Brunswick, Medina
and Shaker Heights.

At Elyria Catholic, the Pan-
thers are coming off a 6-4 sea-
son and will once again set their
sights on a post-season berth.
Second year head coach Dave
Stupka does have some out-
standing returnees in the form
of running back Daryl Davis,
and wide receiver Sam Best on
offense. Defensively, the Pan-
thers will be led by linebacker
Doug Taylor and two experi-
enced players in the secondary
in Josh Klingshirn and Donovan
Warfield. The Great Lakes Con-
ference proved to be very com-
petitive last season, with Bay,
Rocky River and Holy Name all
tying for the conference title
with 5-1 league records.

In Lorain, the Titans are
anticipating a tremendous cam-
paign. Head coach Dave McFar-
land returns a great group of
linebackers on defense, includ-
ing Quentin Pardon, Naz
Bohannon and Aaron Huff;

while offensively the Titans wel-
come back their quarterback
Davion Dower, running back
Carlos Chavis, and speedster
Zion Cross, the state champion
in track in the 100 meters. That’s
the making of an offense that
could put some points on the
scoreboard. The Titans come off
a 5-5 ‘15 season, but appear to
be primed for a terrific cam-
paign. Between the opening of
the brand new high school and
some great games at George
Daniel Field, it could be a fun
autumn in the city of Lorain.
Perhaps a Lake Erie League
championship will cap it off.

In the PAC, Buckeye comes
off a perfect 10-0 regular season
and a playoff berth and will try
to defend their Stars Division
title. Firelands has other ideas.
The Falcons were 8-2 last year,
and also made the playoffs.
Head coach Mike Passarello has
instilled a winning attitude, and
Firelands expects to have suc-
cess again this year. Leading the
way will be returnees at running
back Mike Whitacre and Nick
Denney, to go along with a
tremendous wide receiver in
Colin Myers. Defensively, the
Falcons will be strong in the line
with Trevor Stefanski and Sean
Lipscomb back. The Brookside
Cardinals are looking to build

off a winning 6-4 ‘15 season.
Coach Paul Ferguson has the
program on the rise, and
returns several key two-way
players, including linemen
Michael Kovacs, Kevin Decato
and Gregg Packard, as well as
Tim Ackerman and Charles Lig-
gitt. Keystone fought through a
tough 3-7 season last year, but
coach Rob Clarico hopes the
lumps they took in 2015 will
result in success this fall. While
the Cats need to replace the
outstanding two-way talent in
Austin Conrad, they return sev-
eral starters including Trey Min-
nich who is a multiple threat
offensively, quarterback Bobby
Weber, and three veteran offen-
sive linemen, seniors Brett
Schuster, Cade Christoff, and
Brennan Rigda. Defensively,
Jacob Sokolowski will anchor
the line, while three linebackers
are returning, senior Kyle
Staller, and junior twins Cole
and Jack Corraini. Another team
that went 3-7 in ’15 was
Wellington. To say the Dukes
were young last year is a minor
understatement. They return 11
players who started on offense
and nearly that many on
defense. Key two way perform-
ers for the Dukes include Tris-
tan Arno, Justin Skinner, Mason
Wright, Drew Mason and Bran-

don Sorg. The primary goal for
the Dukes is to shore up a
defense that gave up over 42
points per game last year. The
always tough Black River Pirates
round out the Stars Division. In
the Stripes Division, Columbia
again dominated. The Raiders
won another division champi-
onship, and rolled up a perfect
10-0 regular season and a play-
off berth. Head coach Jason
Ward returns a bevy of terrific
players including outstanding
running back Jeremy Coleman
and quarterback Cody
Schwartz. Mike Jacobucci will
anchor the defensive side of the
ball from his linebacker spot.
Key two-way performers for the
Raiders include Garhett Wheat-
ley in the line, and Lance Boise
at tight end and linebacker.
Clearview looks to bounce back
from a 4-6 year. Coach Mike
Collier has a slew of returnees,
led by a core group of seniors
including DeAri Todd, James
Nolan, Jacob Collier and
Demetrius DeAlmeida. Jamel
Billings and Drew Engle will
play key roles for the Clippers as
well. Oberlin is hoping their for-
tunes turn around this fall. They
have a new coach in Garrett
Mack who comes from Fairview
where he was defensive coordi-

CHANGE
from page 4

Brian J. Smith/Chronicle

Firelands takes the field.

Kristin Bauer/The Chronicle

Brookside Coach Paul
Ferguson. See CHANGE on page 7



nator. The Phoenix had a tough
2-8 season last year, but Coach
Mack expects big contributions
from veteran players such as
senior quarterback David
Payne, senior wideout Caleb
Hughley, and senior tight end
Journey Toole offensively, while
on defense, senior linebacker
Adrian Kilgore will anchor a
defense that will look to
improve after surrendering 35

points a game last year.
Fairview, Lutheran West and
Brooklyn are the other three
teams on the Stripes side of the
PAC.

In the SWC, Midview looks to
defend their title in the ten
team league. Midview enjoyed
their second straight 10-0 regu-
lar season and playoff berth
under DJ Shaw, so the Middies
both know and expect success.
They also know they need to

replace sensational wide
receiver/quarterback and 2015
Golden Helmet winner, Logan
Bolin. Senior quarterback
Dustin Crum should be at full
health and lead a high octane
offense, featuring Dave Amsden
and wide receiver and Alec For-
rer and running back. On
defense, the Middies return
stalwarts Ross Manning in the
line, with Jake Snider at line-
backer and Keith Johnson in the
secondary. Avon finished one
game behind Midview in the
SWC, and like the Middies,
advanced two rounds in post-
season. The Eagles will need to
replace their great quarterback
Jake Sopko, but head coach
Mike Elder feels Matt Kelly is
ready to assume that role. The
line will be anchored by team
captain and future Northwest-
ern Wildcat Sam Gerak. Defen-
sively, the Eagles return some
great talent in seniors Cameron
Judge, Eric Steinmetz and
Xavier Holmes. It appears
another banner year is in store
for the Eagles. North Ridgeville
had a 7-4 season including a
playoff berth last year, despite
the fact DeMario McCall never
really got rolling. With McCall
now graduated, head coach
Luke Durbin will count on
quarterback Collin Sullinger to
trigger an offense which fea-
tures the likes of Jamir Malone
at running back, and Brandon
Cruz and Bryon Shuey at wide
receiver. In the trenches, the
Rangers will be led by senior
center Chris Machovina and
senior guard Jordan King.
Defensively, King plays in the
line, Malone is a linebacker, and
Cruz and Shuey are in the sec-

ondary. First-Team SWC hon-
oree in the defensive line, Tyler
Sycz, is back as well. The
Rangers aren’t only excited
about their team this year, but
they will also christen their
brand new, state of the art foot-
ball facility this fall. At Amherst,
the Comets struggled through a
winless season under Bill Fish-
leigh in 2015, but fielded a very
young team. Hungry for victo-
ries and with experience under
their belt, returnees such as
two-way linemen Cam Haslage
and Matt Lee, and two-way
players Alec Platz, Mark Harris,
Jarod Bradac and Jeremy Smith
are being counted on to get the
Comets back to winning ways.
Dave Dlugosz hopes this season
to bring Avon Lake back to over
.500. The Shoremen closed out
the ‘15 season at 4-6, but Coach
Dlugosz has some solid players
to build around this season,
including Ryan Sidloski and
David Marsh defensively, and a
trio of wide receivers in Carson
Toy, Hunter Bateman and Zach
Sabol, as well as lineman John
Skaggs offensively. The other
five teams in the SWC include
Berea-Midpark, Westlake, Olm-
sted Falls, North Olmsted, and
Lakewood.

After going through the strug-
gle of being an independent for
a few seasons, the Vermilion
Sailors join their new league
this fall, as they are welcomed
into the Sandusky Bay Confer-
ence. The ever evolving SBC will
feature 15 schools this year, and
the conference recently
announced they have extended
invites to six Northern Ohio
League schools for next year,

which will create a 21 team
league for 17-18. This season,
Sailors head coach Rob Duray
has some outstanding talent
both offensively and defen-
sively. Running backs Caine
Zannoni and Zack Anderson as
well as wide receiver Jonah Pfeil
and linemen Seth Lyons and
Brock Nail lead the way offen-
sively, while defensively, Vermil-
ion will rely on lineman Tyler
Bath, linebacker Trevor Boyd,
and defensive backs Eli Balek
and Seth Hurd to slow the
opposition.

Football is back, albeit in a
very unique way, at Open Door.
After not fielding a team in 2015
due to a lack of players, the
Patriots will take the field again
in 2016, but will play 8-man
football. Ray Lowe’s team will
play a schedule that features
nine teams from Michigan that
also play 8-man. The Pats will
be led by senior two-way line-
man Jafet Hernandez, senior
two-way player Alex Schmidt,
sophomore wide receiver and
defensive back Caleb Daniel,
and freshman quarterback and
linebacker Niko Lopez. It cer-
tainly should be a fun style of
football to watch.

Some memorable moments
are going to unfold this fall on
the local high school gridirons.
Hopefully you will be there to
see it (or perhaps hear it on
AM930 WEOL). Those plays
may only take a few seconds to
transpire, but the mark they will
leave will be indelible. They will
create a memory that will last a
lifetime. It’s the beauty of Friday
nights under the lights. Let the
games begin.

Fall 2016 Forecast Magazine 7

Kristin Bauer/The Chronicle

Midview Dustin Crum.

Kristin Bauer/The Chronicle

Avon Sam Gerak.

CHANGE
from page 6

Brian J. Smith/The Chronicle

Vermilion Caine Zannoni.
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Amherst Comets
8/26 Kenston.................................Away
9/2 North Ridgeville..................Away
9/9 Midview...............................Home
9/16 Berea-Midpark....................Home
9/23 Olmsted Falls........................Away
9/30 Avon Lake............................Home
10/6 North Olmsted ....................Away
10/14 Avon.....................................Home
10/21 Westlake................................Away
10/28 Lakewood............................Home

Avon Eagles
8/26 Strongsville..........................Home
9/2 Avon Lake .............................Away
9/9 North Olmsted...................Home
9/16 Midview...............................Away
9/23 Westlake ..............................Home
9/30 Lakewood .............................Away
10/7 North Ridgeville ...................Away
10/14 Amherst ................................Away
10/21 Berea - Midpark..................Home
10/28 Olmsted Falls ......................Home

Avon Lake Shoremen 
8/26 Elyria .....................................Away
9/2 Avon.....................................Home
9/9 Westlake................................Away
9/16 Lakewood............................Home
9/23 North Ridgeville..................Home
9/30 Amherst ................................Away
10/7 Berea – Midpark .................Home

10/14 Olmsted Falls ......................Away .
10/21 Midview ................................Away
10/28 North Olmsted....................Home

Bay Rockets
8/26 Hubbard ..............................Home
9/2 University School ...............Home
9/9 Fairview ................................Away
9/16 Holy Name ..........................Home
9/23 Rocky River...........................Away
9/30 Normandy ............................Away
10/7 Elyria Catholic ....................Home
10/14 Vermilion.............................Home
10/21 Valley Forge ..........................Away
10/27 Parma....................................Away

Berea – Midpark Titans
8/26 Bedford .................................Away
9/2 Lakewood............................Home
9/9 North Ridgeville..................Home
9/16 Amherst ................................Away
9/23 Midview ................................Away
9/30 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
10/7 Avon Lake .............................Away
10/14 North Olmsted....................Home
10/21 Avon ......................................Away
10/28 Westlake ..............................Home

Black River Pirates 
8/26 Western Reserve...................Away
9/2 Northwestern .......................Away
9/9 McDonald ...........................Home

9/16 Brooklyn ...............................Away
9/23 Columbia ...........................Home
9/30 Keystone ............................Home
10/7 Buckeye.................................Away
10/14 Brookside..............................Away
10/21 Firelands..............................Home
10/28 Wellington...........................Home

Brecksville Bees
8/26 Padua Franciscan.................Away
9/2 Garfield Heights..................Home
9/9 Brunswick ...........................Home
9/16 Cuyahoga Falls .....................Away
9/23 Twinsburg............................Home
9/30 Nordonia...............................Away
10/7 North Royalton.....................Away
10/14 Wadsworth ..........................Home
10/21 Stow-Munroe Falls ...............Away
10/28 Hudson................................Home

Brooklyn Hurricanes
8/26 Rhodes.................................Home
9/2 Firelands ...............................Away
9/9 Lincoln West........................Home
9/16 Black River ..........................Home
9/23 Wellington ............................Away
9/30 Fairview ...............................Home
10/7 Lutheran West ......................Away
10/14 Columbia.............................Home
10/21 Oberlin..................................Away
10/28 Clearview.............................Home



Brookside Cardinals
8/26 Elyria Catholic...................Home
9/2 Oberlin..................................Away
9/9 John F Kennedy ..................Home
9/16 Columbia ..............................Away
9/23 Lutheran West.....................Home
9/30 Firelands..............................Home
10/7 Keystone ...............................Away
10/14 Black River ..........................Home
10/21 Wellington ............................Away
10/28 Buckeye ...............................Home

Brunswick Blue Devils
8/26 Highland ............................Home
9/2 Austintown-Fitch .................Away
9/9 Brecksville.............................Away
9/16 Solon ..................................Home
9/23 Elyria ...................................Away
9/30 Medina ...............................Home
10/8 Shaker Heights .....................Away
10/14 Euclid...................................Home
10/21 Mentor.................................Home
10/28 Strongsville ...........................Away

Buckeye Bucks
8/26 Revere ...................................Away
9/2 Rocky River .........................Home
9/9 Cloverleaf ............................Home
9/16 Fairview ................................Away
9/23 Clearview.............................Home
9/30 Wellington ............................Away
10/7 Black River ..........................Home
10/14 Firelands .............................Away
10/21 Keystone..............................Home
10/28 Brookside..............................Away

Clearview Clippers
8/26 Vermilion.............................Home
9/2 John F Kennedy ..................Home
9/9 Dalton..................................Home
9/16 Firelands..............................Home
9/23 Buckeye.................................Away
9/30 Oberlin..................................Away
10/7 Columbia ...........................Home
10/14 Fairview ................................Away
10/21 Lutheran West.....................Home
10/28 Brooklyn ...............................Away

Cloverleaf Colts
8/26 Northwest .............................Away
9/2 Keystone ............................Home
9/9 Buckeye.................................Away
9/16 Coventry ..............................Home
9/23 Norton...................................Away
9/30 Woodridge...........................Home
10/7 Akron Springfield .................Away
10/14 Ravenna .............................Home
10/21 Field ......................................Away
10/28 Streetsboro..........................Home

Columbia Raiders
8/26 Independence ......................Away
9/2 Wellington .........................Home
9/9 Northwestern .......................Away
9/16 Brookside ............................Home
9/23 Black River ..........................Away
9/30 Lutheran West.....................Home
10/7 Clearview ............................Away
10/14 Brooklyn ...............................Away
10/21 Fairview ...............................Home
10/28 Oberlin ................................Home

Elyria Pioneers
8/26 Avon Lake............................Home
9/3 Lorain.................................Home
9/9 Shaw......................................Away
9/16 Medina..................................Away
9/23 Brunswick..........................Home
10/1 Shaker Heights ...................Away
10/7 Euclid...................................Home
10/14 Solon ....................................Away
10/21 Strongsville..........................Home
10/28 Mentor ..................................Away

Elyria Catholic Panthers
8/26 Brookside ............................Away
9/2 St. Joseph.............................Home
9/9 C.C.C....................................Home
9/16 Valley Forge.........................Home
9/23 Parma....................................Away
9/30 Holy Name ..........................Home
10/7 Bay.........................................Away
10/13 Normandy...........................Away
10/21 Rocky River .........................Home
10/29 Gilmour Academy...............Away

Fairview Warriors
8/26 Rocky River .........................Home
9/2 Vermilion ..............................Away
9/9 Bay .......................................Home
9/16 Buckeye ...............................Home
9/23 Keystone..............................Home
9/30 Brooklyn ...............................Away
10/7 Oberlin ................................Home
10/14 Clearview.............................Home
10/21 Columbia ..............................Away
10/28 Lutheran West ......................Away
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Firelands Falcons
8/26 Edison..................................Home
9/2 Brooklyn ..............................Home
9/9 Vermilion ............................Away
9/16 Clearview ..............................Away
9/23 Oberlin ................................Home
9/30 Brookside ............................Away
10/7 Wellington...........................Home
10/14 Buckeye..............................Home
10/21 Black River ............................Away
10/28 Keystone ...............................Away

Highland Hornets
8/26 Brunswick ...........................Away
9/2 Ashland ...............................Home
9/9 North Royalton ...................Home
9/16 Revere ..................................Home
9/23 St. Charles ...........................Home
9/30 Aurora ...................................Away
10/7 Copley ................................Home
10/14 Tallmadge .............................Away
10/21 Barberton..............................Away
10/28 Roosevelt .............................Home

Holy Name Green Wave
8/27 Garfield Heights..................Home
9/3 Padua Franciscan ...............Home
9/10 Lake Catholic........................Away
9/16 Bay.........................................Away
9/23 Normandy ...........................Home
9/30 Elyria Catholic......................Away
10/7 Sharon City...........................Away
10/14 Valley Forge.........................Home
10/21 Parma ..................................Home
10/28 Rocky River...........................Away

Keystone Wildcats
8/26 Cuyahoga Heights ..............Home
9/2 Cloverleaf ............................Away
9/9 Galion ..................................Home
9/16 Lutheran West.....................Away
9/23 Fairview ...............................Home
9/30 Black River ..........................Away
10/7 Brookside ............................Home
10/14 Wellington ............................Away
10/21 Buckeye.................................Away
10/28 Firelands..............................Home

Lakewood Rangers
8/26 Medina ................................Home
9/2 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
9/9 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
9/16 Avon Lake .............................Away
9/23 North Olmsted .....................Away
9/30 Avon.....................................Home
10/7 Westlake ..............................Home
10/14 Midview ................................Away
10/21 North Ridgeville..................Home
10/28 Amherst ................................Away

Lorain Titans
8/26 Midview...............................Away
9/3 Elyria ...................................Away
9/9 Scott.....................................Home
9/16 Garfield Heights..................Home
9/23 Warrensville Heights............Away
9/30 Shaw ....................................Home
10/7 Sandusky.............................Away
10/14 Maple Heights ......................Away
10/21 Bedford................................Home
10/28 Cleveland Heights................Away

Lutheran West Longhorns
8/26 Wickliffe ................................Away
9/2 Hawken ...............................Home
9/9 Independence.....................Home
9/16 Keystone ............................Home
9/23 Brookside..............................Away
9/30 Columbia ..............................Away
10/7 Brooklyn ..............................Home
10/14 Oberlin..................................Away
10/21 Clearview ..............................Away
10/28 Fairview ...............................Home

Mapleton Mounties
8/26 Hillsdale ..............................Home
9/2 Sandy Valley ........................Home
9/9 Rittman .................................Away
9/16 New London.........................Away
9/23 Monroeville.........................Home
9/30 Crestview ..............................Away
10/7 South Central .......................Away
10/15 St. Paul ..................................Away
10/21 Plymouth.............................Home
10/28 Western Reserve .................Home

Medina Battling Bees
8/26 Lakewood .............................Away
9/2 Kenston ...............................Home
9/9 Wadsworth ..........................Away
9/16 Elyria....................................Home
9/23 Strongsville .........................Away
9/30 Brunswick ...........................Away
10/7 Mentor.................................Home
10/14 Shaker Heights....................Home
10/20 Euclid ....................................Away .
10/28 Solon....................................Home
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Midview Middies
8/26 Lorain.................................Home
9/2 North Olmsted .....................Away
9/9 Amherst ................................Away
9/16 Avon ...................................Home
9/23 Berea – Midpark .................Home
9/30 Westlake................................Away
10/7 Olmsted Falls........................Away
10/14 Lakewood............................Home
10/21 Avon Lake............................Home
10/28 North Ridgeville ...................Away

Normandy Invaders
8/26 St. Ignatius ..........................Home
9/1 Eastlake ...............................Home
9/9 Revere ..................................Home
9/16 Parma ..................................Home
9/23 Holy Name............................Away
9/30 Bay .......................................Home
10/7 Rocky River...........................Away
10/13 Elyria Catholic...................Home
10/20 Garfield Heights..................Home
10/28 Valley Forge ..........................Away

North Olmsted Eagles
8/25 Valley Forge.........................Home
9/2 Midview...............................Home
9/9 Avon.....................................Away
9/16 Westlake................................Away
9/23 Lakewood............................Home
9/30 North Ridgeville ...................Away
10/6 Amherst .............................Home
10/14 Berea – Midpark ...................Away
10/21 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
10/28 Avon Lake .............................Away

North Ridgeville Rangers
8/26 North Royalton.....................Away
9/2 Amherst .............................Home

9/9 Berea – Midpark ...................Away
9/16 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
9/23 Avon Lake .............................Away
9/29 North Olmsted....................Home
10/7 Avon.....................................Home
10/14 Westlake................................Away
10/21 Lakewood .............................Away
10/28 Midview...............................Home

Oberlin Phoenix
8/26 New London.........................Away
9/2 Brookside ............................Home
9/9 John Adams.........................Home
9/16 Wellington...........................Home
9/23 Firelands ...............................Away
9/30 Clearview.............................Home
10/7 Fairview ................................Away
10/14 Lutheran West.....................Home
10/21 Brooklyn ..............................Home
10/28 Columbia ..............................Away

Olmsted Falls Bulldogs
8/26 Parma ..................................Home
9/2 Westlake ..............................Home
9/9 Lakewood .............................Away
9/16 North Ridgeville ...................Away
9/23 Amherst ...............................Home
9/30 Berea – Midpark ...................Away
10/7 Midview...............................Home
10/14 Avon Lake ..........................Home
10/21 North Olmsted .....................Away
10/28 Avon ......................................Away

Open Door
8/27 Camden (MI) ........................Away
9/3 Lincoln West........................Home
9/10 Mayville (MI) ........................Away
9/17 Camden (MI) ......................Home
9/24 Lawerence (MI) ....................Away

9/30 Michigan SD .......................Home
10/8 Covert (MI) ...........................Away
10/15 Horizon Science Tol. ..........Home
10/22 North Huron (MI) ................Away
10/29 Horizon Science Tol. ..........Home

Padua Bruins
8/26 Brecksville ...........................Home
9/3 Holy Name............................Away
9/9 West Geauga.........................Away
9/16 Maple Heights.....................Home
9/30 Walsh Jesuit ..........................Away
10/7 Hoban..................................Home
10/14 Benedictine.........................Home
10/21 Lake Catholic........................Away
10/28 Notre Dame.........................Home

Parma Redmen
8/26 Olmsted Falls........................Away
9/2 North Royalton.....................Away
9/8 John Marshall......................Home
9/16 Normandy ............................Away
9/23 Elyria Catholic ....................Home
10/1 St. Ignatius ..........................Home
10/7 Valley Forge ..........................Away
10/14 Rocky River .........................Home
10/21 Holy Name............................Away
10/27 Bay .......................................Home

Rocky River Pirates
8/26 Fairview ................................Away
9/2 Buckeye.................................Away
9/9 Trinity ..................................Home
9/16 University School ...............Home
9/23 Bay .......................................Home
9/29 Valley Forge ..........................Away
10/7 Normandy ...........................Home
10/14 Parma....................................Away
10/21 Elyria Catholic......................Away
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10/28 Holy Name ..........................Home

St. Edward Eagles
8/27 Pine Richland (PA)..............Home
9/2 Hoban ...................................Away
9/10 Glenville ..............................Home
9/17 Elder......................................Away
9/24 Buchtel..................................Away
10/1 Central (IL)..........................Home
10/15 Canada Prep........................Home
10/22 Moeller..................................Away
10/29 St. Ignatius............................Away

St. Ignatius Wildcats
8/26 Normandy ............................Away
9/3 Mentor.................................Home
9/10 Valley Forge.........................Home
9/16 Detroit C.C. (MI) ..................Away
9/23 Walsh Jesuit ..........................Away
10/1 Parma....................................Away
10/7 GlenOak ................................Away
10/14 Moeller..................................Away
10/22 St. Xavier ...............................Away
10/29 St. Edward ...........................Home

Strongsville Mustangs
8/26 Avon ......................................Away
9/2 Hudson................................Home .
9/9 Brush ...................................Home
9/17 Shaker Heights .....................Away
9/23 Medina ...............................Home
9/30 Euclid ....................................Away
10/7 Solon....................................Home
10/13 Mentor ..................................Away
10/21 Elyria .....................................Away
10/28 Brunswick ...........................Home

Valley Forge Patriots
8/26 North Olmsted .....................Away

9/2 Revere ..................................Home
9/10 St. Ignatius............................Away
9/16 Elyria Catholic......................Away
9/22 Shaw ....................................Home
9/29 Rocky River .........................Home
10/7 Parma ..................................Home
10/14 Holy Name............................Away
10/21 Bay .......................................Home
10/28 Normandy ...........................Home

Vermilion Sailors
8/26 Clearview ..............................Away
9/2 Fairview ...............................Home
9/9 Firelands ............................Home
9/16 Port Clinton ..........................Away
9/23 Edison..................................Home
9/30 Huron....................................Away
10/7 Perkins.................................Home
10/14 Bay.........................................Away
10/21 Oak Harbor .........................Home
10/28 Clyde....................................Home

Wadsworth Grizzlies
8/26 Ashland .................................Away
9/2 Wooster .................................Away
9/9 Medina ...............................Home
9/16 Stow.......................................Away
9/23 Cuyahoga Falls....................Home
9/30 North Royalton ...................Home
10/7 Twinsburg .............................Away
10/14 Brecksville.............................Away
10/21 Hudson................................Home
10/28 Nordonia .............................Home

Wellington Dukes
8/25 Chippewa..............................Away
9/2 Columbia ............................Away
9/9 New London .......................Home
9/16 Oberlin..................................Away

9/23 Brooklyn ..............................Home
9/30 Buckeye ...............................Home
10/7 Firelands ...............................Away
10/14 Keystone..............................Home
10/21 Brookside ............................Home
10/28 Black River ............................Away

Westlake Demons
8/26 North.....................................Away
9/2 Olmsted Falls........................Away
9/9 Avon Lake............................Home
9/16 North Olmsted....................Home
9/23 Avon ......................................Away
9/30 Midview...............................Home
10/7 Lakewood .............................Away
10/14 North Ridgeville..................Home
10/21 Amherst ...............................Home
10/28 Berea – Midpark ...................Away
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Booster Clubs Today,
Tips for Success

By “Z” Zoltai
The biggest problem with

some booster clubs today is
that they don’t have the right
relationships, both internally
and externally, and aren’t
focused on doing the right
things.

Well-run, well-attended
booster clubs make a huge dif-
ference for some High School
sports programs. I know a
thing or two about booster
clubs because in addition to
being a head varsity coach, I
was also the President of the
Parma Heights Valley Forge
Adult Athletic Booster Club for
four years. I inherited a club
that had a really difficult time
just getting parents to show up
for a booster club meeting. The
organization was rife with dis-
sent, untrustworthiness, inef-
fectiveness, in fighting, and
had let its 501c status expire.
Four years later when I left the
club, it had raised funds for 17
different sports and with the
help of Alan Januzzi CPA- we
were once again 501c compli-
ant. 

A strong, motivated club of
boosters can do a whole lot for
a school and its sports pro-
gram. Some factors, such as
community wealth will always
separate some clubs from oth-
ers and on-field success is also
a prime motivator for a
booster club and its volun-
teers. In all cases, a good Club
is only as good as the next
group of parents who inherit
the reins.

It takes everybody being on
the same page - administra-
tors, coaches and parents -
doing what it takes to support
the players. If you are involved
with a booster club you should
strive to build a family atmos-
phere around your schools
sports teams. To help you and

your Booster Club find this
success, like Yoda teaching
young Skywalker, I wish to
share the wisdom and experi-
ence of my booster journey.
Here are tested and true ele-
ments, tips, and suggestions
on how booster clubs can work
successfully with volunteer
parents. 
Mission and vision statement

A booster club without a
mission or vision statement is
kind of like a boat without a
rudder. A common mistake for
booster clubs is not taking the
time to develop a mission
statement. Identifying why the
club exists and what its mis-
sion is, plays a very important
role in helping to attract volun-
teer support from both the
school and the community. It
also helps provide a club with
a road map of what it is trying
to achieve. It would surprise
you how many people are on
different pages when it comes
to a purpose

Tip: Make sure your mission
or vision statement includes

the following features: (a) it
identifies who you are (b) it
defines your group’s objectives
(c) it gives volunteers and sup-
porters a clear understanding
of why you exist.
Avoid having senior parents
running the booster club.
Booster clubs can dramatically
reduce the learning curve for
volunteers by establishing the
framework whereby the clubs
officers are made up of junior
or underclass parents. Allowing
the senior parents to step aside
at a time when their focus is
most needed on supporting
their son or daughter’s next
step into college, scholarships
and senior party activities. This
move will help to provide
incoming club officers with
mentors and existing support
channels. Plus, when their kids
graduate and the parent-offi-
cers move on, a lot of expertise
and know-how leaves with
them.
Conducting consecutive
and/or multiple fundraisers

Fundraising has become a

necessary evil and for many
booster clubs a means to
insuring the continuation of
the activity they support. A
continual mistake made by
many clubs is running one
fundraiser after another or
running multiple fundraisers
at a time. This dramatically
distracts from the need, the
goal and the reason for
fundraising. Picking the “right”
fundraiser that meets the clubs
needs and goals, then running
a program no more than three
weeks with a clear and defined
reason for fundraising will
increase the rewards and
reduce volunteer burnout.

Tip: Doing many fundraisers
does not mean raising more
money. Doing a few fundrais-
ers over the course of a year
and doing them well produces
better results. Keeping your
program short (3 weeks max)
will keep them motivated.
Never do more than one
fundraiser at a time. Keep the
goal in front of everyone, space

See BOOSTER, page 16



your fundraisers out so people
have down time, this will keep
them moving and from burn-
ing out as you move closer to
your goal.
Gaining tax exempt 501(c) 3
status

Estimates show that only
12% of booster clubs have
taken the steps to register and
become tax exempt organiza-
tions, thus giving them and
their organization the ability to
legally promote and to gain
donor contributions with a tax
benefit. Although filing for
501(c)3 status is lengthy the
benefit is worth the effort.
Gain the support from a local
attorney and accountants that
would be willing to donate
some time to assist your
organization in filing the
paperwork correctly and then
helping to see that it remains
current.
Keeping in contact with
friends, alumni and business
supporters

Communication is a key

component to helping build
successful teams and pro-
grams. A coaching staff that
cannot communicate will lose
the game even with the best
players. 

Tip: Develop a monthly
newsletter and send it to cur-
rent and past supporters. Pro-
vide ample opportunities to
continually gather new and
updated contact information.
Including an online link from
your club website where sup-
porters can update their con-
tact information.
Understanding the Booster
Club’s jobs

Establishing a clear and
detailed outline of what the
booster club does will help to
minimize any potential con-
flicts with ASB, DECA and the
other organizations at the
school. A simple rule of thumb
for club activities is to remem-
ber that we are all here to sup-
port the kids. Daytime, at
school activities that provide
kids with the opportunity to
expand and enhance their
learning skills should be left to
the ASB and DECA groups.

After school events such as
football concessions and raf-
fles are better suited for
booster clubs and their sup-
porters.
Committee-izing

Many booster clubs
approach fundraising in ama-
teurish, inefficient, ineffective,
and not always sustainable
and scalable ways.  So you
have to decide who’s going to
be in charge of specific
fundraisers. The way I handle
by asking the people I believe
will do the best jobs in a one-
on-one situation. Be sure to
look them in the eye and ask
them exactly what you them to
do. 
Keeping the club compliant
with state and federal guide-
lines

It’s estimated that each year
approximately 65% of clubs
who have registered with their
state let their registration lapse
and become invalid simply
because they weren’t aware
that they needed to submit
annual renewal fees and
updated information. 

Tip: Make sure your club has
developed a corporate book or
web site pull-down page where
your articles, by-laws, state
and federal registration forms
as well as minutes are all kept.
Establish a location at the
school where this information
can be safely kept and
accessed by your club. You can
also call Alan V. Januzzi- CPA
Establishing a working rela-
tionship with school adminis-
trators and coaches

Booster clubs must take time

to sit with the school’s admin-
istrators and coaches to estab-
lish a plan of action. Commu-
nicating with administrators is
a key component to a healthy
club and will greatly reduce
the traditional barriers that
have formed over the years. 
Lack of policies and proce-
dures

Understanding how to han-
dle a given issue as well as the
standard operating procedure
for a given task is an area that
most booster clubs neglect,
which is the cause a great deal
of confusion.

Tip: How you handle major
issues should be outlined in
your by-laws. Minor issues
should be discussed regularly
between club officers and a
format for reaching a clear
understanding must be
achieved and then recorded for
future reference.
Outlining job descriptions and
areas of responsibility

Booster clubs must have a
clear understanding of the
responsibilities and job
descriptions for each position
including sub-committee or
co-chair positions. A clear defi-
nition will increase the likeli-
hood of a new volunteer step-
ping into the position come
elections as well as helping to
better organize the group
throughout the year.  

No matter what steps you
take to run your booster club,
be passionate in your efforts
and make your club accessible
to all of your school’s sports
and your booster club will
grow.
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By Rob Polinsky
Urban Meyer will begin his fifth season as the head coach at

Ohio State Labor Day weekend Saturday September 3rd vs.
Bowling Green at 12pm at Ohio Stadium in Columbus. Should
be an interesting day for Coach Meyer who was previously the

head coach at Bowling Green back in 2001 and 2002. Meyer is
50-4 at OSU including 12-1 overall and 7-1 last season in con-
ference play. After the opening game vs. BG the Bucks host
Tulsa before heading to Norman Oklahoma to take on Bob
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2016 Ohio State football preview
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Stoop’s Oklahoma Sooners.
That should be a great
matchup between two of col-
lege football’s all time peren-
nial powers. After a bye week
the Bucks open conference
play at home vs. Rutgers on
October 1st.

OSU returns thirty nine let-
ter winners from ’15 but just
six starters, three on each side
of the ball. The returning
offensive starters include cap-
tains, quarterback J.T. Barrett
and center Pat Elflein, along
with guard Billy Price. The
defensive starters that return
are Captain Raekwon McMil-
lan at linebacker, corner back
Gareon Conley and Defensive
End Tyquan Lewis. Losing six-
teen of twenty two starters
OSU has a lot of rebuilding to
do and will have plenty of
young men vying for playing
time including Running Back
and Wide Receiver. With 5th
year senior Bri’onte Dunn
recently being kicked off the
team, that means OSU will
have no running backs with
any game experience on the
roster. Highly recruited red-
shirt freshman Mike Webber
along with true freshman
Antonio Williams should both
see the field. At Wide
Receiver/ H-Back junior Cur-
tis Samuel and senior Dontre

Wilson return. There are sev-
eral others looking to break
into the lineup including
Terry McLaurin, Parris Camp-
bell, James Clark and Johnny
Dixon among others. Lorain’s
Rashod Berry is being consid-
ered at Tight End. The Offen-
sive Lineman needs to find
three new starters from last
season. According to OSU
Jamarco Jones, Isaiah Prince,
Evan Lisle and Demetrius
Knox could win jobs. On the
defensive line Elyria’s Tracy
Sprinkle along with Michael
Hill and Donovan Munger
could start inside. Tyquan
Lewis, Sam Hubbard and
Jalyn Holmes are on the ends.
At Line Backer who will be
next to Raekwon McMillan is
the question. Juniors Chris
Woodley and Dante Booker
are considered the favorites to
do so. Seventy five percent of
last year’s starting Defensive
Back’s are gone leaving
Gareon Conley the only
returner. Some young Defen-
sive Back’s looking to win
spots includes Marshon Latti-
more, Damon Webb, Denzel
Ward, Cam Burrows, Erick
Smith and Malik Hooker.

As young and inexperi-
enced as OSU is this season
could be Meyer’s greatest
challenge since coming to
OSU. Combining that with
what could be their toughest
schedule in years it will be

interesting to see how long it
takes this young group to gel.
Some of the highlights in Big
Ten play have OSU going to
Wisconsin and Penn State on
consecutive Saturdays in
October. In November they
entertain Nebraska before
going to East Lansing to play
MSU. Remember that the
Spartans gave OSU their only
loss a year ago in Columbus.
They close the regular season
out at home vs. Michigan.

Paul Keels will be in his
19th year as the Voice of the

Buckeyes, Jim Lachey returns
for his 20th season as color
analyst. New to the broadcast
crew is Matt Andrews who will
serve as sideline and locker
room reporter. Skip Mosic is
back for his 32nd season,
serving as pregame and half-
time host. As always WEOL
AM 930 is your Lorain, Med-
ina and Western Cuyahoga
Counties home of OSU foot-
ball. All broadcasts originate
ninety minutes prior to the
scheduled kickoff time with
the pregame show.
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2016 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
University of Akron Ashland University Baldwin-Wallace University

Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 VMI 6:30pm 9/1 Mercyhurst 6pm 9/1 Defiance 7pm
9/10 at Wisconsin 3:30pm 9/10 Wayne State 7pm 9/17 at John Carroll 7pm
9/17 at Marshall 12pm 9/17 Findlay 7pm 9/24 Mount Union 6:30pm
9/24 Appalachian State TBA 9/24 at Ferris State 3:30pm 10/1 at Marietta 1:30pm
10/1 at Kent State 3:30pm 10/1 at Tiffin 1:30pm 10/8 at Wilmington 2pm
10/8 Miami (OH) 3pm 10/8 Northwood 1pm 10/15 Muskingum 1:30pm
10/15 Western Michigan TBA 10/15 at Lake Erie 1pm 10/22 Otterbein 2pm
10/22 at Ball State 3pm 10/22 at Ky. Wesleyan 1pm 10/29 at Capital 1:30pm
10/27 at Buffalo 7:30pm 10/29 at Michigan Tech 1pm 11/5 at Heidelberg 1:30pm
11/2 Toledo 7:30pm 11/5 Walsh 1pm 11/12 Ohio Northern 1:30pm
11/9 Bowling Green 8pm 11/12 at Ohio Dominican 12pm
11/22 at Ohio 7pm

Bowling Green State University Capital University Case Western Reserve University
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 at Ohio State 12pm 9/3 at Wittenberg 7pm 9/3 Chicago 12pm
9/10 North Dakota 3pm 9/17 at Muskingum 7pm 9/17 at Grove City 7pm
9/17 Middle Tennessee 12pm 9/24 Wilmington 7pm 9/24 at Waynesburg 1:30pm
9/24 at Memphis TBA 10/1 at Otterbein 2pm 10/1 St. Vincent 6pm
10/1 Eastern Michigan 3pm 10/8 Ohio Northern 1:30pm 10/8 at Bethany (WV) 2pm
10/8 at Ohio 2pm 10/15 Mount Union 1:30pm 10/15 Theil 1pm
10/15 at Toledo 3:30pm 10/22 at John Carroll 1:30pm 10/22 Geneva 6pm
10/22 Miami TBA 10/29 Baldwin Wallace 1:30pm 10/29 at Washington (Mo) 1pm
11/9 at Akron 8pm 11/5 at Marietta 1:30pm 11/5 at Westminster (Pa) 1pm
11/15 Kent State 6pm/7pm 11/12 Heidelberg 1:30pm 11/12 Carnegie Mellon 2pm
11/25 Buffalo TBA

University of Cincinnati University of Dayton Denison University
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 Texas State 3:30pm 9/3 Central State 7pm 9/3 at Marietta 7pm
9/10 at Kansas 2:30pm 9/10 Robert Morris 1pm 9/17 at Oberlin 6pm
9/17 at Tennessee 12pm 9/17 at Duquesne 12pm 9/24 Wooster 1pm
9/24 Gardner-Webb TBA 9/24 at San Diego 7pm 10/2 Ohio Wesleyan 1pm
10/1 at Miami (Oh) 2pm 10/1 Drake 1pm 10/8 at Hiram 7:30pm
10/8 Bowling Green 2pm 10/8 Morehead State 1pm 10/15 Wittenberg 7pm
10/15 Eastern Michigan TBA 10/15 at Jacksonville 12pm 10/22 Allegheny 2pm
10/22 at Kent State TBA 10/22 at Butler 1pm 10/29 at DePauw 2pm
10/27 at Toledo 7:30pm 10/29 Stetson 1pm 11/5 Wabash 1pm
11/3 Buffalo 6pm 11/5 Valparaiso 1pm 11/12 at Kenyon 1pm
11/15 at Central Michigan 6pm 11/12 at Marist 1pm
11/22 Akron 7pm

Heidelberg College Hiram College John Carroll University
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 Cortland St. 12pm 9/3 at Westminster (Pa) 7pm 9/3 at Wisconsin-Oshkosh 2pm
9/17 Ohio Northern 7pm 9/17 Kenyon 1pm 9/17 Baldwin Wallace 7pm
9/24 at John Carroll 1:30pm 9/24 at DePauw 1pm 9/24 Heidelberg 1:30pm
10/1 Muskingum 1:30pm 10/1 Wabash 1pm 10/1 at Wilmington 1:30pm
10/8 at Mount Union 1:30pm 10/8 Denison 7:30pm 10/8 Marietta 1:30pm
10/15 at Otterbein 7pm 10/15 at Ohio Wesleyan 1pm 10/15 at Ohio Northern 6pm
10/22 Marietta 1:30pm 10/22 at Wittenberg 1pm 10/22 Capital 1:30pm
10/29 at Wilmington 1:30pm 10/29 Allegheny 1pm 10/29 at Muskingum 1:30pm
11/5 Baldwin Wallace 1:30pm 11/5 at Wooster 1pm 11/5 Otterbein 1:30pm
11/12 at Capital 1:30pm 11/12 Oberlin 1pm 11/12 at Mount Union 1:30pm

Kent State University Kenyon College Malone College
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 at Penn State 3:30pm 9/3 Sewanee 12pm 9/3 Taylor 2pm
9/10 NCarolina A&T State 6pm 9/10 Oberlin College 1pm 9/10 at Truman State 1pm
9/17 Monmouth 3:30pm 9/17 at Hiram 1pm 9/17 Notre Dame (Oh) 2pm
9/24 at University of Alabama TBA 9/24 Allegheny 1pm 9/24 at Robert Morris (Pa) 7pm
10/1 Akron 3:30pm 10/1 at DePauw 1pm 10/1 at St. Francis (Pa) 1pm
10/8 at Buffalo 3:30pm 10/8 at Ohio Wesleyan 2pm 10/8 Alderson Broaddus 2pm
10/15 at Miami (Oh) TBA 10/15 Wabash 1pm 10/15 College of Faith 2pm
10/22 Ohio TBA 10/29 at Wooster 1pm 10/22 at Walsh TBA
10/29 at Central Michigan TBA 11/5 at Wittenberg 1pm 10/29 Univ. of God’s Chosen 2pm
11/8 Western Michigan 7:30pm 11/12 Denison 1pm 11/5 at Kentucky Wesleyan TBA
11/15 at Bowling Green 6pm/7pm 11/12 at West Alabama 3pm
11/25 N. Illinois TBA
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2016 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Marietta College Miami University Mount Union College

Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 Denison 7pm 9/3 at Iowa 3:30pm 9/10 at N.C. Wesleyan 12:30pm
9/17 at Mount Union 1:30pm 9/10 Eastern Illinois 3:30pm 9/17 Marietta 1:30pm
9/24 at Muskingum 1pm 9/17 Western Kentucky 3:30pm 9/24 at Baldwin Wallace 6:30pm
10/1 Baldwin Wallace 1:30pm 9/24 at Cincinnati TBA 10/1 at Ohio Northern 1:30pm
10/8 at John Carroll 1:30pm 10/1 Ohio 2:30pm 10/8 Heidelberg 1:30pm
10/15 Wilmington 1:30pm 10/8 at Akron 3pm 10/15 at Capital 1:30pm
10/22 at Heidelberg 1:30pm 10/15 Kent State TBA 10/22 Wilmington 1:30pm
10/29 Ohio Northern 1:30pm 10/22 at Bowling Green TBA 10/29 at Otterbein 1:30pm
11/5 Capital 1:30pm 10/29 at Eastern Michigan TBA 11/5 at Muskingum 1pm
11/12 at Otterbein 1:30pm 11/4 Central Michigan 6pm 11/12 JohnCarroll 1:30pm

11/12 at Buffalo TBA
11/22 Ball State 7pm

Muskingum College Oberlin College Ohio University
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 at Waynesburg 1:30pm 9/3 at Kalamazoo 1pm 9/3 Texas State 3:30pm
9/17 Capital 7pm 9/10 at Kenyon 1pm 9/10 at Kansas 2:30pm
9/24 Marietta 1pm 9/17 Denison 6pm 9/17 at Tennessee 12pm
10/1 at Heidelberg 1:30pm 9/24 Ohio Wesleyan 6pm 9/24 Gardner-Webb TBA
10/8 Otterbein 1pm 10/1 at Allegheny 1:30pm 10/1 at Miami (Oh) 2pm
10/15 at Baldwin Wallace 1:30pm 10/8 at Wabash 1pm 10/8 Bowling Green 2pm
10/22 at Ohio Northern 1:30pm 10/15 Wooster 3pm 10/15 Eastern Michigan TBA
10/29 John Carroll 1:30pm 10/29 Wittenberg 3pm 10/22 at Kent State TBA
11/5 Mount Union 1pm 11/5 DePauw 1pm 10/27 at Toledo 7:30pm
11/12 at Wilmington 1:30pm 11/12 at Hiram 1pm 11/3 Buffalo 6pm

11/15 at Central Michigan 6pm
11/22 Akron 7pm

Ohio Northern University Ohio Wesleyan University Otterbein College
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/10 at Utica (NY) 12pm 9/3 at Mary Hardin-Baylor 7pm 9/3 at Buffalo 12pm
9/17 at Heidelberg 7pm 9/17 Wittenberg 7pm 9/17 at Wilmington 7pm
9/24 at Otterbein 1:30pm 9/24 at Oberlin 6pm 9/24 Ohio Northern 1:30pm
10/1 Mount Union 1:30pm 10/1 at Denison 1pm 10/1 Capital 2pm
10/8 at Capital 1:30pm 10/8 Kenyon 2pm 10/8 at Muskingum 1:30pm
10/15 John Carroll 6pm 10/15 Hiram 1pm 10/15 Heidelberg 7pm
10/22 Muskingum 1:30pm 10/22 at DePauw 1pm 10/22 at Baldwin Wallace 2pm
10/29 at Marietta 1:30pm 10/29 Wabash 1pm 10/29 Mount Union 1:30pm
11/5 Wilmington 1:30pm 11/5 at Allegheny 1pm 11/5 at John Carroll 1:30pm
11/12 at Baldwin Wallace 1:30pm 11/12 Wooster 1pm 11/12 Marietta 1:30pm

Tiffin University University of Toledo Wilmington College
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/1 at Grand Valley State 7pm 9/2 at Arkansas State 9pm 9/3 at Bluffton 1:30pm
9/10 Davenport 1:30pm 9/10 Maine 7pm 9/17 Otterbein 7pm
9/17 Hillsdale 3pm 9/17 Fresno State 3pm 9/24 at Capital 7pm
9/24 at Wayne State 12pm 9/30 at Brigham Young 10:15pm 10/1 John Carroll 1:30pm
10/1 Ashland 1:30pm 10/8 at Eastern Michigan 3pm 10/8 Baldwin Wallace 2pm
10/8 at Walsh University 12pm 10/15 Bowling Green 3:30pm 10/15 at Marietta 1:30pm
10/15 Michigan Tech 1:30pm 10/22 Central Michigan TBA 10/22 at Mount Union 1:30pm
10/22 University of Findlay 1:30pm 10/27 Ohio 7:30pm 10/29 Heidelberg 1:30pm
10/29 Northwood Univ. 1pm 11/2 at Akron 7:30pm 11/5 at Ohio Northern 1:30pm
11/5 at Lake Erie College 1pm 11/9 at Northern Illinois 8pm 11/12 Muskingum 1:30pm
11/12 Northern Michigan 1:30pm 11/16 Ball State TBA

11/25 at Western Michigan TBA

Wittenberg University College of Wooster Youngstown State University
Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
9/3 Capital 7pm 9/3 at Washington & Jefferson 1pm 9/1 Duquesne 7:30pm
9/17 at Ohio Wesleyan 7pm 9/10 Allegheny 7pm 9/10 at West Virginia 2pm
9/24 Wabash 1pm 9/17 DePauw 2pm 9/17 Robert Morris 4pm
10/1 at Wooster 2pm 9/24 at Denison 1pm 10/1 South Dakota 4pm
10/8 DePauw 1pm 10/1 Wittenberg 2pm 10/8 at Illinois State 3pm
10/15 at Denison 7pm 10/15 at Oberlin 3pm 10/15 UNI 7pm
10/22 Hiram 1pm 10/22 at Wabash 1pm 10/22 at South Dakota State 3pm
10/29 at Oberlin 3pm 10/29 Kenyon 1pm 10/29 Indiana State 4pm
11/5 Kenyon 1pm 11/5 Hiram 1pm 11/5 at North Dakota State 3:30pm
11/12 at Allegheny 1pm 11/12 at Ohio Wesleyan 1pm 11/12 Southern Illinois 12pm

11/19 at Missouri State 3pm
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By: Matt Douglass
With memories being the

theme of this year’s Forecast
magazine, it goes without say-
ing that good memories have
not been something that Cleve-
land Browns fans have been
able to dwell on since their
reestablishment in the NFL in
1999. Since that time, the
Browns fans have only seen one
playoff appearance, have
watched 24 total starting quar-
terbacks fail to do much of any-
thing, been introduced 16 head
coaches, been lead to believe
that seven different General
Managers would turn this team
around and even groaned the
name of two different owners.

As the Browns enter the 2016
– 2017 season, the pressure to
put a winning product on the
field maybe stronger than ever.
With the Cavaliers ending a 52
year championship drought in
Cleveland, and the Indians
showing the city what a winning
baseball team can do, the
Browns are close to becoming a
third fiddle in this football
crazed town.

There is no question that first
year head coach Hue Jackson
will be feeling the brunt of the
pressure when he leads the
orange and brown on to Lincoln
Financial Field for the Browns’
opening game against the
Philadelphia Eagles on Septem-
ber 11. In January, the former
Bengals Offensive Coordinator
was introduced as the team’s
new coach. During his 14 sea-
sons in the NFL, Jackson has
had stints in Washington, Balti-
more, Oakland (where he was
named head coach in 2011 but
was fired after an 8-8 finish),

and Cincinnati, where he took
over as Offensive Coordinator in
2014. The Los Angeles native
was also with the Bengals as a
Wide Receiver coach from 2004
– 2006 where he coached the
dynamic duo of Chad Johnson
and TJ Houshmandzadeh, who
tore through the league during
that time. Recently, it was
announced that Chad Johnson
will be joining his former coach
as an Assistant Wide Receiver
coach.

Along with the change at
head coach, the Browns have
also split ties with GM Ray
Farmer and the position of Gen-
eral Manager. Instead the
Browns will turn to Sashi Brown
who was named the team’s

executive VP of football opera-
tions. Cleveland may be taking
a bit of a chance on this one;
Brown has never worked at a
position like this in major
sports. He is a former attorney
and business advisor. He did
formally work with the Jack-
sonville Jaguars as a member of
their Board of Directors. After
being hired by Cleveland in Jan-
uary, one of Browns first moves
was to bring in Paul DePodesta
as the team’s Chief Strategy Offi-
cer. That name should sound
familiar to MLB fans and Brad
Pitt fans alike. DePodesta was a
former General Manager of the
Los Angeles Dodgers and was
portrayed by Jonah Hill in the
movie Moneyball. Many skep-

tics say that analytics are not
effective in football, but it
seems that the Browns clearly
believe in DePodesta’s work.
Along with Jackson, Brown and
DePodesta will have the final
say in who suits up for Cleve-
land when the season starts.

On the field, there have been
a number of changes as well.
This offseason Hue Jackson
played a prominent part in
bringing Robert Griffin III to
Cleveland. The former Redskins
quarterback had a falling out
with his previous team and
appears to have new vigor as he
joins the Browns. While the last
three seasons in the league have
not been kind to the former
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Heisman winner, due in large
part to injuries, the Browns
believe that the 2012 NFL
Rookie of the Year can renew his
skills if given the chance. Of
course, in order to do that he
will need to stay upright, and
that is where the offensive line
comes in.

Before the 2015 season, the
Browns offensive line was
touted as being one of the best
the league had to offer. With the
departure of center Alex Mack
and Mitchell Schwartz, this line
is not as durable as it once was.
After signing a seven year 80
million dollar deal Joe Thomas
will once again be the strong-
hold of the offense. The ques-
tion is, who will take over for
the missing pieces? While many
thought Alex Mack would leave,
it was also believed that 2015
first round draft pick Cameron
Erving would be the player to
fall into that position, however,
after a less then stellar rookie
season it looks like John Greco
will be the Browns’ new snap-
per. Greco played a majority of
the 2014 season at center
because of Mack’s leg injury.
Erving may find himself at the
guard position after showing

improvement there at the end
of last year.

At running back, Duke John-
son will be a favorite. Isaiah
Crowell’s controversial social
media posts about the police
have the third year back on thin
ice.

RGIII will have a new group
of receivers to throw to this sea-
son after the Browns parted
ways with Dwayne Bowe and
former Buckeye Brian Hartline.
This year the need for receivers
was issued in the draft. The
Browns added some much
needed speed with first round
pick Corey Colemen out of Bay-
lor and fourth rounder Ricardo
Louis out of Auburn. While
those guys handle the deep
ball, Jordan Payton and
Rashard Higgins will also be use
in offensive arsenal. The middle
of the field will once again be
patrolled by pro-bowl tight end
Gary Barnidge.

On the defensive side of the
ball, Joe Haden leads what will
be a new look secondary in
2016. Rahim Moore, Ibraheim
Campbell, Jordan Poyer and
rookie Derrick Kindred will all
be vying for two starting safety
positions.

At linebacker, Demario Davis
comes over from the Jets to try
and add some much needed
help on the inside. Browns vet-

erans Barkevious Mingo, Paul
Kruger and Christian Kirksey
will help led the pack. Rookies
Joe Schobert and Emmanuel
Ogbah will look to make an
early impact on opponents
running games and quarter-
backs, as well.

On the defensive line, an
accident in the gym unfortu-
nately has ended the year of
Desmond Bryant before the
season has begun. Filling this
hole will not be easy for the
Browns, as the former Harvard
grad led the team with six sacks
and 24 tackles. Danny Shelton’s
first year is in the books and

while things could have been
worse, there is no question the
coaches and Shelton himself
are expecting a better output in
2016.

It certainly seems that after a
3-13 season in 2015 the Browns
have no way to go but up, and
if the team wants to stay rele-
vant in a city that is quickly
catching the nation’s attention
for the play of its NBA and the
MLB teams, there is little time
for the Browns to waste. If the
Browns don’t make a run to the
postseason in the near future,
Cleveland’s title of Brownstown
just might get a new name.

BROWNS
From page 28
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