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About the Cover: 
Izzy Geraci: Featured in the large image on this year’s cover is 2017-2018 Lorain County Miss Basketball

award winner Isabella Geraci.
In her four seasons with the North Ridgeville Rangers, Geraci became the school all-time leading scorer

with 1,220 career points. In her senior season, the Rangers stand out also earned All-Ohio Second-Team
honors with an average of 17.1 points, 8.2 rebounds, 3.8 steals and 2.4 assists a game. 

This year, Geraci will become the first woman’s basketball player from North Ridgeville High School to
play at a NCAA Division I program when she suits up for the Cleveland State Vikings. 

Dorian Crutcher: Elyria Catholic’s Dorian Crutcher also graces the cover of this year’s Winter Forecast
Magazine as the 2017-2018  Lorain County Mr. Basketball Award winner.

During his senior year, the Panthers’ guard re-wrote Elyria Catholics record books with 84 three-point-
ers and 1,287 career points. Crutcher led Elyria Catholic all season long with a career-high 24.3 points per
game.

Along with earning the Mr. Basketball honors, Crutcher was also an honor roll student at Elyria Catholic
carrying a 4.0 GPA throughout his senior year.

This season Crutcher will play for the Marauders of Central State, an NCAA Division II school in Wilber-
force, Ohio. 
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Welcome to another edition of FORECAST!

There's nothing like a 'swish', the sound of a basketball slicing through the net.
It might be chilly outside, but you'll find plenty of hot action inside high school gymnasiums across northern Ohio in the coming months. 
WEOL is proud to present another Forecast magazine, jam-packed with information to help you enjoy the 2018 - 2019 season.  As always,

we thank our many local advertisers, athletic directors, and high school coaches and staff in making this magazine and our award-winning
broadcasts possible.

We hope Forecast will encourage you to support the many fine young men and women who spend endless hours in the gym preparing for
that buzzer-beater, a crucial free throw or a key rebound.  It's always special to see the stands packed with family, friends and community
members.

And of course, WEOL AM 930 is not only your home for outstanding high school basketball, we are also your Lorain County radio station
for the Cleveland Cavaliers, the Ohio State University Buckeyes, and the NHL Blue Jackets!

Craig R. Adams
Operations Manager/News Director
WEOL AM 930
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By Tim Alcorn
The 2017-2018 boys high

school basketball season was one
for the history books for local fans
when the Lorain Titans caught
fire in March, stunned the so-
called experts with two monu-
mental wins at the regional level,
and roared to the Final Four in
Columbus, before falling in the
state semi-final. Lorain became
the 20th Lorain County boys’ bas-
ketball team and the first since
the 2003 Open Door Patriots to
advance to the Final Four. Can
Lorain make it back? Can a differ-
ent county team join the likes of
Lorain, Open Door, Elyria, Elyria
Catholic, Clearview, Lorain
Catholic, Admiral King and Ober-
lin who have accomplished the
journey to “the big dance”? The
next 100 days will answer those
questions but the journey will no
doubt be a fun one.

Lorain’s Final Four trip was a
remarkable accomplishment, and
they return several key pieces to
make another deep tournament
run. That said, while another
appearance in Columbus is the
goal, it will be a daunting chal-
lenge. Yet, when John Rositano’s
team takes the floor this year,
returning starters Devon Grant,
Taevon Pierre-Louis, Jordan Jack-
son and Kam Davis will form a
solid, tournament tested nucleus.
This group of Titans walked off
the floor at Value City Arena vow-
ing a return in March of ’19. They
have the ingredients and mindset
to make another trip a reality.

Another team returning terrific
talent is Elyria Catholic, but there
will be a new head coach guiding
the EC program. Rob Palmer
moves up from the assistant

coach’s chair, replacing Phil
Kuchta to lead the Panther pro-
gram. While EC looks to replace
the 2018 Mr. Basketball winner
Dorian Crutcher, seniors Jarred
Logan and David Griffin, along
with juniors Edward Wright and
Branson Taylor form a great core
to start with. EC won 12 games
last year, but the Panthers know
battling in the tough Great Lakes
Conference and a demanding
non-conference schedule will
have them tournament ready

come March.
The always competitive SWC

should offer a spirited race and
entertaining games again this sea-
son. At Midview, the Middies come
off a 14-win season and gave
Lorain a real tussle in the D1 Dis-
trict Semi-Final. Head coach Jim
Brabenec returns a starter in junior
Jonny Manning, as well as veterans
Marcel Young and Isiah Johnson.

North Ridgeville put together a
12-12 year last season, and head
coach Bryan Morgan will count on

three-year starter Jeremy Sanchez
as well as returning seniors Tyler
Cadle and Mikey Richmond to
keep the Ranger program moving
in the right direction.

At Avon, the Eagles come off a
solid 12-win season, in which they
played very well during the second
half of the year. Kevin Supara will
return a very experienced team,
led by a terrific trio of seniors in
Ryan Maloy, Dean Emerine and
Jake Parker.

Avon Lake also had double digit
wins last season (13-11) and coach
Eric Smith welcomes back four
starters in Cole Schraff, Nick
Marsh, Nate Sidloski and Tanner
Russell as well as veterans Creed
Bolognia, Hunter Simons, and
Christian Perry. That has the mak-
ings of a successful season for the
Shoremen.

At Amherst, the Comets have
struggled in the win-loss column
the past couple of years, but coach
Pat Bray believes this could be the
year where that pattern is broken.
Amherst welcomes back veterans
Ryan Hritsko, Kyle Ferguson,
Christian Pfeiffer who all started
last year, as well as lettermen
Gavin Darmos, Matt Fairchild, Alex
Karohl, and Scott Iliff.

Olmsted Falls and Lakewood
waged a terrific battle for SWC
supremacy last year and are
expected to field outstanding
teams again this season. The Bull-
dogs and Rangers are always
among those at the top of the
league. Westlake made a late off-
season coaching change with Free-
man Blade now guiding the
Demons so this may be a transi-
tion campaign, while Berea-Mid-
park and North Olmsted will
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Ron Schwane

Elyria’s Caleb Rogers.



round out the league.
Elyria dipped below .500 last

year, finishing at 10-13 after win-
ning the D1 district championship
a year before. The Pioneers will
need to replace a considerable
amount of point production, as
their top three scorers graduated.
Coach Brett Larrick will rely heav-
ily on promising sophomore guard
Marsaun Robinson who played
significant minutes as a freshman,
as well as senior guard Caleb
Rogers and senior Will Waddell to
make the Pioneers a competitive
presence in the Greater Cleveland
Conference. The weekly grind of
opponents such as Solon, Mentor,
Brunswick and Shaker Heights
make the GCC a formidable chal-
lenge throughout the season.

The third team from Elyria is
Open Door. Patriots coach Todd
Wright is tremendously excited for
this season as his team returns the
top three scorers from a club that
went 12-12 last year before drop-
ping a tough district final game to
Rittman. D4 Player of the Year and
First Team All-Ohio player Trey
Brooks comes back for Open Door

as do senior starters Jared Bublinec
and Carter Wright.  Another senior
returnee is Caleb Daniel and a
newcomer to Open Door is Miles
Hunt, a Division 1 college
prospect. This has the makings of a
very special year for the Patriots.

The Patriot Athletic Conference
is in its’ final year, and as always,
there should be some entertaining
basketball on both the Stars and
Stripes sides of the league. In the
Stars, Wellington, Keystone, and
Buckeye waged a great war last

year that went down to the final
night before the Cats won the divi-
sion.

Keystone finished the season
red-hot to capture the title, and
they will look to keep that momen-
tum rolling into this year.  Wildcats
head coach Jeff Holzauer wel-
comes back a slew of talented
players, including Kevin and Matt
Mealwitz, point guard Ethan
Sokolowski, and senior Ashton
Waite to build around in the quest
for another division champi-
onship.

Even though they came up short
in the Stars, Wellington still had a
terrific year in ’17-’18 and with
three starters returning in guards
Ryan Whitaker, Noah Diermyer
and Mason McClllelan, Duke head
coach Dan Gundert has a tremen-
dous nucleus to build around.

At Firelands, the Falcons played
a bevy of underclassmen last sea-
son, and struggled through a tough
campaign on the win-loss side
while those young players gained
valuable experience. Coach Alan
Januzzi  will rely on senior Austin
Urban, junior Jacob Schmitz and
sophomores Alex Angle and Casey
Kelley to lead Firelands through
the ’18-’19 campaign.

Brookside has a new head
coach. Cory Emerine now guides
the Cardinals, after serving as an
assistant coach at Elyria. Emerine
will have three senior players in
Jacob Cole, Connor Baughman
and Cody Mortenson to provide an
experienced presence, as well as
junior Tyler Horvath. Buckeye and
Black River will round out the
Stars.

On the Stripes side, Clearview
comes off another successful sea-

son, winning the division title, and
racking up 17 wins. Head coach
John Szalay will have a deep team,
with several players contributing
including high scoring Javon Todd,
Jaylen Paschel, Josiah Hitchens,
and Dylan Rebman.

Oberlin plans on making a run
at the Stripes this season. Kurt
Russell returns some talented
ballplayers for the Phoenix, includ-
ing two juniors in Giles Harrell and
Aaron Hopkins, and sophomore
standout Trajen Chambers.

Another team that hopes to
challenge in the Stripes is Colum-
bia. Coach Larry Babics will be
counting on veterans Jared Byczn-
ski, Adam Ross, and the Colemans
(Bailey and Brandon) to keep the
Raiders in the hunt throughout the
campaign.  Brandon Coleman’s
return to the hardwood after miss-
ing last season due to a football
injury suffered during the ’17 sea-
son will be a major addition to the
Columbia lineup. Fairview,
Lutheran West, and Brooklyn will
round out the Stripes.

A team that everyone loves to
watch (except their opponents) is
Vermilion. Kurt Habermehl’s Sailor
squad competes for every second
of a ballgame. Vermilion returns
several players off a club that went
20-5 last year, including Mason
Montgomery, Jonah Pfeil, Reese
Miller and Luke Pena. The Sailors
believe Seth Hurd can join the club
at some point during the cam-
paign, after he suffered an injury
during the football season.  Vermil-
ion will again be battle tested com-
peting in the Sandusky Bay Con-
ference.

Lake Ridge Academy and First
Baptist compete in the Lake Effect
Conference and both clubs fielded
competitive teams last season.
Darren Snelling led First Baptist to
a 14-11 year, and the Sabres return
some terrific talent off that team,
including seniors Josue Collazo
and Ebucka Ojukwa as well as jun-
ior forward Carson Odle. For Lake
Ridge, Royals head coach Alan
George will rely on returning jun-
iors Austin Bramhall, Matt South
and Matt Harrington to keep the
program pointed in the right direc-
tion, after a 9-12 season last year.

As the ’17-’18 season was about
to start, not many thought Lorain
County would have a Final Four
team.  Will it happen again in ’18-
’19? “Let’s play some basketball”
and find out.
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Lorain celebrates their Regional Championship win.
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Amherst Comets
11/30 Clearview.............................Home
12/7 Lakewood............................Home
12/11 North Ridgeville ...................Away
12/14 Midview...............................Home
12/18 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/4 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/8 Avon Lake............................Home
1/11 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/15 Avon ...................................Home
1/18 Westlake................................Away
1/19 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/22 Lakewood .............................Away
1/25 North Ridgeville ................Home
12/27 Holiday Classic..........Wellington
12/28 Holiday Classic..........Wellington
1/29 Midview ................................Away
2/1 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
2/5 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
2/8 Avon Lake .............................Away
2/12 North Olmsted....................Home
2/15 Avon ......................................Away
2/22 Westlake ..............................Home

Avon Eagles
12/4 Open Door ..........................Away
12/7 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
12/11 Avon Lake .............................Away
12/14 North Olmsted....................Home
12/18 Midview ................................Away
12/29 Strongsville ...........................Away
1/4 Westlake ..............................Home
1/8 Lakewood .............................Away
1/11 North Ridgeville..................Home
1/15 Amherst .............................Home
1/18 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/22 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/25 Avon Lake .............................Away
1/29 North Olmsted .....................Away
2/1 Midview...............................Home
2/5 Westlake................................Away
2/8 Lakewood............................Home
2/12 North Ridgeville ...................Away
2/15 Amherst ...............................Home
2/19 Lorain ..................................Home
2/22 Berea-Midpark .....................Away

Avon Lake Shoremen 
12/4 Bay.........................................Away
12/7 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/11 Avon.....................................Home
12/14 Westlake................................Away
12/18 Lakewood............................Home
12/22 Normandy ...........................Home
12/28 Strongsville ...........................Away
1/4 North Ridgeville ................Home
1/5 Valley Forge.........................Home
1/8 Amherst ................................Away
1/11 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/15 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/18 Midview .............................Home
1/22 North Olmsted....................Home
1/25 Avon ......................................Away
1/29 Westlake ..............................Home
2/1 Lakewood .............................Away
2/5 North Ridgeville ...................Away
2/8 Amherst ...............................Home
2/12 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
2/15 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
2/22 Midview ................................Away

Bay Rockets
11/30 Tipoff Classic ................Vermilion
12/1 Tipoff Classic ................Vermilion
12/4 Avon Lake............................Home
12/7 Valley Forge ..........................Away
12/11 Normandy ...........................Home
12/14 Elyria Catholic......................Away
12/17 Elyria ...................................Away
1/2 Huron....................................Away
1/4 Rocky River .........................Home
1/11 Parma ..................................Home
1/15 Fairview ................................Away
1/18 Normandy ............................Away
1/22 Valley Forge.........................Home
1/25 Holy Name............................Away
1/29 Clearview ..............................Away
2/5 Parma....................................Away
2/8 Elyria Catholic ....................Home
2/12 Oberlin ................................Home
2/16 Lakewood .............................Away
2/19 Holy Name ..........................Home
2/22 Rocky River...........................Away

Berea – Midpark Titans
12/7 Westlake ..............................Home
12/11 Lakewood .............................Away
12/14 North Ridgeville..................Home
12/18 Amherst ................................Away
12/22 Brunswick ...........................Home
12/28 Harbor Creek........................Away
12/29 Seneca...................................Away
1/4 Midview ................................Away
1/8 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
1/11 Avon Lake .............................Away
1/15 North Olmsted....................Home
1/18 Avon ......................................Away
1/22 Westlake................................Away
1/25 Lakewood............................Home
1/29 North Ridgeville ...................Away
2/1 Amherst ...............................Home
2/5 Midview...............................Home
2/8 Olmsted Falls........................Away
2/9 JFK .........................................Away
2/12 Avon Lake............................Home
2/15 North Olmsted .....................Away
2/22 Avon.....................................Home

Black River Pirates 
12/7 Wellington ............................Away
12/11 Clearview ..............................Away
12/14 Keystone ...............................Away
12/21 Firelands ...............................Away
12/27 Mapleton.............................Home
12/29 Columbia.............................Home
1/4 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/8 Fairview ................................Away
1/11 Brookside..............................Away
1/18 Wellington...........................Home
1/19 Loudonville .........................Home
1/22 Lutheran West.....................Home
1/25 Keystone..............................Home
1/29 Mansfield Christian............Home
2/1 Firelands..............................Home
2/5 Oberlin..................................Away
2/8 Brooklyn ..............................Home
2/9 New London.........................Away
2/12 Medina Christian................Home
2/15 Buckeye.................................Away
2/19 Hillsdale ................................Away
2/22 Brookside ............................Home
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Brookside Cardinals
11/30 Lincoln West........................Home
12/7 Keystone..............................Home
12/11 Columbia ............................Away
12/14 Buckeye ...............................Home
12/18 Fairview ...............................Home
12/21 Wellington...........................Home
12/28 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/4 Firelands ...............................Away
1/8 Lutheran West ......................Away
1/11 Black River ..........................Home
1/15 Trinity....................................Away
1/18 Keystone ...............................Away
1/22 Oberlin ................................Home
1/25 Buckeye.................................Away
1/29 Valley Forge ..........................Away
2/1 Wellington ............................Away
2/8 Clearview.............................Home
2/12 Open Door ..........................Home
2/15 Firelands..............................Home
2/19 North Olmsted....................Home
2/22 Black River ............................Away

Buckeye Bucks

11/30 Berea-Midpark....................Home
12/7 Firelands..............................Home
12/11 Fairview ................................Away
12/14 Brookside..............................Away
12/18 Lutheran West.....................Home
12/21 Keystone ...............................Away
1/2 Highland..............................Home
1/4 Black River ............................Away
1/8 Oberlin..................................Away
1/11 Wellington...........................Home
1/15 Strongsville..........................Home
1/18 Firelands ...............................Away
1/22 Brooklyn ..............................Home
1/25 Brookside ............................Home
2/1 Keystone..............................Home
2/5 Clearview ..............................Away
2/8 Columbia.............................Home
2/12 Valley Forge ..........................Away
2/15 Black River ..........................Home
2/22 Wellington ............................Away

Clearview Clippers
11/30 Amherst ................................Away
12/7 Lutheran West ...................Home
12/11 Black River ..........................Home
12/14 Columbia.............................Home
12/18 Wellington ............................Away
12/21 Oberlin ................................Away
1/4 Fairview ................................Away
1/8 Keystone..............................Home
1/11 Brooklyn ..............................Home
1/12 Elyria ...................................Away
1/18 Lutheran West ......................Away
1/19 Lorain ..................................Away
1/22 Firelands ...............................Away
1/25 Columbia ..............................Away
1/29 Bay .......................................Home
2/1 Oberlin ................................Home
2/5 Buckeye ...............................Home
2/8 Brookside..............................Away
2/12 Sandusky...............................Away
2/15 Fairview ...............................Home
2/19 Vermilion ..............................Away
2/22 Brooklyn ...............................Away

Columbia Raiders
12/1 Open Door ..........................Home
12/7 Fairview ...............................Home
12/11 Brookside...........................Home
12/14 Clearview ..............................Away
12/18 Northwestern......................Home
12/21 Lutheran West ......................Away
12/29 Black River ............................Away
1/4 Brooklyn ...............................Away
1/5 Independence ......................Away
1/8 Wellington...........................Home
1/11 Oberlin...............................Home
1/18 Fairview ................................Away
1/22 Keystone..............................Away
1/25 Clearview.............................Home
1/29 Rittman .................................Away
2/1 Lutheran West.....................Home
2/5 Firelands..............................Home
2/8 Buckeye.................................Away
2/12 Chippewa ............................Home
2/15 Brooklyn ..............................Home
2/19 Cuyahoga Hts. ......................Away

2/22 Oberlin..................................Away

Elyria Pioneers
12/1 DiFranco Tournament ..Midview
12/4 Westlake ..............................Home
12/7 Solon....................................Home
12/11 Midview ................................Away
12/14 Medina..................................Away
12/17 Bay .....................................Home
12/21 Strongsville..........................Home
12/28 Holiday Classic ..................Home
12/29 Holiday Classic ..................Home
1/4 Shaker Heights .....................Away
1/8 Brunswick ...........................Home
1/11 Euclid ....................................Away
1/12 Clearview ...........................Home
1/15 Keystone ...............................Away
1/18 Mentor.................................Home
1/25 Solon .....................................Away
1/29 Medina ................................Home
2/1 Strongsville ...........................Away
2/8 Shaker Hts. ..........................Home
2/12 Brunswick.............................Away
2/15 Euclid...................................Home
2/22 Mentor ..................................Away

Elyria Catholic Panthers
12/7 Holy Name............................Away
12/11 Valley Forge.........................Home
12/14 Bay .......................................Home
12/18 Vermilion ..............................Away
12/21 Rocky River...........................Away
12/22 Holiday Tournament ......Wooster
12/27 GlenOak....................Garfield Hts.
12/29 Keystone ............................Home
1/2 Fairview .............................The Q
1/6 St. Ignatius.........................Home
1/11 Normandy ...........................Home
1/15 Cornerstone Christian .......Home
1/18 Valley Forge.........................Home
1/22 Cleveland Cent. Catholic.....Away
1/25 Parma ..................................Home
2/1 Holy Name ..........................Home
2/5 Normandy ............................Away
2/8 Bay.........................................Away
2/12 Lorain....................................Away
2/15 Rocky River .........................Home
2/19 Parma ..................................Home
2/22 Rhodes.................................Home
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Fairview Warriors
12/4 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/7 Columbia ..............................Away
12/11 Buckeye ...............................Home
12/14 Oberlin ................................Home
12/18 Brookside..............................Away
12/21 Brooklyn ..............................Home
1/2 Elyria Catholic ...................The Q
1/4 Clearview.............................Home
1/8 Black River ..........................Home
1/11 Lutheran West.....................Home
1/15 Bay .......................................Home
1/18 Columbia.............................Home
1/19 Parma....................................Away
1/22 Wellington ............................Away
1/25 Oberlin..................................Away
1/29 Normandy ............................Away
2/1 Brooklyn ...............................Away
2/5 Keystone..............................Home
2/8 Firelands ...............................Away
2/12 Rocky River...........................Away
2/15 Clearview ..............................Away
2/22 Lutheran West ......................Away

Firelands Falcons
12/1 Western Reserve...................Away
12/4 Padua ....................................Away
12/7 Buckeye.................................Away
12/11 Lutheran West ......................Away
12/14 Wellington...........................Away
12/18 Oberlin ................................Home
12/21 Black River ..........................Home
1/4 Brookside ............................Home
1/5 Holy Name ..........................Home
1/8 Brooklyn ...............................Away
1/11 Keystone..............................Home
1/18 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/22 Clearview.............................Home
1/25 Wellington...........................Home
1/29 Vermilion.............................Home
2/1 Black River ............................Away
2/2 Edison ...................................Away
2/5 Columbia ..............................Away
2/8 Fairview ...............................Home
2/9 Open Door ..........................Home
2/15 Brookside..............................Away
2/22 Keystone ...............................Away

First Baptist Sabers
11/30 Bard .....................................Home
12/6 Horizon Science .................Home
12/7 Lake Ridge ............................Away
12/10 Hearts for Jesus...................Home
12/11 Kingsway Christian ............Home
12/13 Lawrence School ................Home
12/14 Andrews Osborn.................Home
12/17 Mentor Christian..................Away
12/21 Christmas Tournament.Open Door
12/22 Christmas Tournament.Open Door
1/8 NEOCP ..................................Away
1/11 St. Martin ..............................Away
1/14 Grand River ..........................Away
1/15 Kingsway Christian..............Away
1/17 Lake Ridge...........................Home
1/21 Hearts for Jesus ....................Away
1/22 Lawrence School..................Away
1/24 NEOCP ................................Home
1/25 Bard.......................................Away
1/28 Lake Ridge ............................Away
2/4 Horizon Science-Lorain ......Away

Keystone Wildcats
12/1 Midview...............................Away
12/7 Brookside..............................Away
12/8 Western Reserve...................Away
12/11 Oberlin..................................Away
12/14 Black River ..........................Home
12/15 Norwalk .............................Home
12/18 Brooklyn ..............................Home
12/21 Buckeye ...............................Home
12/29 Elyria Catholic ....................Away
1/4 Wellington...........................Home
1/5 Rocky River...........................Away
1/8 Clearview ..............................Away
1/11 Firelands ...............................Away
1/15 Elyria....................................Home
1/18 Brookside ............................Home
1/22 Columbia ...........................Home
1/25 Black River ............................Away
2/1 Buckeye.................................Away
2/5 Fairview ................................Away
2/8 Lutheran West.....................Home
2/15 Wellington ............................Away
2/22 Firelands..............................Home

Lake Ridge Royals
12/4 Cuyahoga Hts. ......................Away
12/6 Bard.......................................Away
12/11 St. Martin de Porres............Home
12/13 NEOCP ................................Home
12/14 Grand River .........................Home
1/9 Lawrence .............................Home
1/10 Andrews Osborne ................Away
1/12 Woodridge ............................Away
1/15 Horizon Science-Cle. .........Home
1/17 Open Door............................Away
1/18 First Baptist ..........................Away
1/22 Horizon Science-Cle. ...........Away
1/28 First Baptist.........................Home
1/30 Lawrence ..............................Away
2/1 NEOCP ..................................Away
2/5 Medina Christian .................Away
2/9 Temple Christian .................Away
2/11 Hearts for Jesus...................Home
2/19 JFK .........................................Away
2/7 LEC Tournament....................TBA
2/8 LEC Tournament....................TBA
2/15 LEC Semi-Final ....................Away
2/16 LEC Final ..............................Away

Lakewood Rangers
11/30 St. Edward.............................Away
12/7 Amherst ................................Away
12/11 Berea-Midpark....................Home
12/14 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
12/18 Avon Lake .............................Away
12/18 Washington ..........................Away
1/4 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/8 Avon.....................................Home
1/11 Westlake................................Away
1/15 Midview ................................Away
1/18 North Ridgeville..................Home
1/22 Amherst ...............................Home
1/25 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
1/29 Olmsted Falls........................Away
2/1 Avon Lake............................Home
2/5 North Olmsted....................Home
2/8 Avon ......................................Away
2/12 Westlake ..............................Home
2/15 Midview...............................Home
2/16 Bay .......................................Home
2/22 North Ridgeville ...................Away
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Lorain Titans
12/1 Euclid.............................Midview
12/4 Richmond Hts.....................Home
12/11 Strongsville ...........................Away
12/14 Bedford .................................Away
12/18 Lutheran East......................Home
12/21 Shaw ....................................Home
12/28 Elyria ...................................Away
12/29 Holiday Classic ..................Elyria
1/4 Maple Hts............................Home
1/6 SVSM .......................................EC
1/11 Cleveland Hts. ......................Away
1/19 Clearview ...........................Home
1/25 Warrensville Hts. ..................Away
1/29 Bedford................................Home
2/1 Shaw......................................Away
2/2 Garfield Hts. ........................Home
2/5 Maple Hts. ............................Away
2/8 Cleveland Hts......................Home
2/12 Elyria Catholic ....................Home
2/15 Lutheran East .......................Away
2/19 Avon ......................................Away
2/22 Warrensville Hts..................Home

Lutheran West Longhorns
12/4 Parma....................................Away
12/7 Clearview ............................Away
12/11 Firelands..............................Home
12/14 Brooklyn ...............................Away
12/18 Buckeye.................................Away
12/21 Columbia.............................Home
12/29 Woodward ...........................Home
1/4 Oberlin ................................Home
1/8 Brookside ............................Home
1/11 Fairview ................................Away
1/15 Lutheran East .......................Away
1/18 Clearview.............................Home
1/22 Black River ............................Away
1/25 Brooklyn ..............................Home
1/29 New London .......................Home
2/1 Columbia ..............................Away
2/5 Wellington...........................Home
2/8 Keystone ...............................Away
2/9 Rocky River .........................Home
2/15 Oberlin..................................Away
2/19 Eastlake North ....................Home
2/22 Fairview ...............................Home

Midview Middies
12/1 Keystone ............................Home
12/7 North Ridgeville ...................Away
12/11 Elyria....................................Home
12/14 Amherst ................................Away
12/18 Avon.....................................Home
12/21 North Olmsted....................Home
12/29 North Western.....Elyria Catholic
1/4 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/8 Westlake................................Away
1/11 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/15 Lakewood............................Home
1/18 Avon Lake............................Away
1/22 North Ridgeville..................Home
1/25 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/29 Amherst ...............................Home
2/1 Avon ......................................Away
2/5 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
2/8 Westlake ..............................Home
2/12 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
2/15 Lakewood .............................Away
2/19 Valley Forge.........................Home
2/22 Avon Lake............................Home

North Olmsted Eagles
11/30 North Royalton ...................Home
12/4 Fairview ...............................Home
12/7 Avon Lake............................Home
12/14 Avon.....................................Home
12/18 Westlake ..............................Home
12/21 Midview ................................Away
12/28 Valley Forge ..........................Away
1/4 Lakewood............................Home
1/8 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/11 Amherst ...............................Home
1/15 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/18 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
1/22 Avon Lake .............................Away
1/25 Midview...............................Home
1/29 Avon.....................................Home
2/1 Westlake................................Away
2/5 Lakewood .............................Away
2/8 North Ridgeville..................Home
2/12 Amherst ................................Away
2/15 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
2/19 Brookside..............................Away
2/22 Olmsted Falls........................Away

North Ridgeville Rangers
12/1 DiFranco Tournament ..Midview
12/7 Midview...............................Home
12/11 Amherst ...............................Home
12/14 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
12/18 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
12/22 Norwalk ................................Away
12/28 Brookside ............................Home
1/4 Avon Lake............................Away
1/8 North Olmsted....................Home
1/11 Avon ......................................Away
1/12 Parma....................................Away
1/15 Westlake ..............................Home
1/18 Lakewood .............................Away
1/22 Midview ................................Away
1/25 Amherst...............................Away
1/29 Berea-Midpark....................Home
2/1 Olmsted Falls........................Away
2/5 Avon Lake............................Home
2/8 North Olmsted .....................Away
2/12 Avon.....................................Home
2/15 Westlake................................Away
2/22 Lakewood............................Home

Oberlin Phoenix
11/30 Tipoff Classic...............Vermilion
12/1 Tipoff Classic...............Vermilion
12/7 Brooklyn ...............................Away
12/11 Keystone..............................Home
12/14 Fairview ................................Away
12/18 Firelands..............................Home
12/21 Clearview ...........................Home
1/4 Lutheran West ......................Away
1/8 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/11 Columbia ............................Away
1/15 Open Door............................Away
1/18 Brooklyn ..............................Home
1/19 Rocky River...........................Away
1/22 Brookside..............................Away
1/25 Fairview ...............................Home
2/1 Clearview ..............................Away
2/5 Black River ..........................Home
2/8 Wellington ............................Away
2/12 Bay.........................................Away
2/15 Lutheran West.....................Home
2/19 Sandusky...............................Away
2/22 Columbia.............................Home
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Olmsted Falls Bulldogs
11/30 Strongsville..........................Home
12/7 Avon ......................................Away
12/11 Westlake ..............................Home
12/14 Lakewood .............................Away
12/18 North Ridgeville ...................Away
12/29 NDCL...................................Home
1/4 Amherst ...............................Home
1/5 Brunswick ...........................Home
1/8 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
1/11 Midview...............................Home
1/15 Avon lake .............................Home
1/18 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/22 Avon.....................................Home
1/25 Westlake................................Away
1/29 Lakewood............................Home
2/1 North Ridgeville..................Home
2/5 Amherst ................................Away
2/8 Berea-Midpark....................Home
2/12 Midview ................................Away
2/15 Avon Lake .............................Away
2/22 North Olmsted....................Home

Open Door Patriots
12/1 Columbia ..............................Away
12/4 Avon ...................................Home
12/10 Andrews Osborne ................Away
12/17 Grand River .........................Home
12/21 Hearts For Jesus..................Home
12/22 Christmas Classic ...............Home
12/27 John Hay ....................Wellington
12/28 Holiday Classic..........Wellington
1/4 NEOCP ................................Home
1/10 Horizon Science .................Home
1/12 Cuyahoga Hts. ......................Away
1/15 Oberlin ................................Home
1/17 Washington .........................Home
1/19 Lake Center Christian..........Away
1/22 Mapleton.............................Home
1/26 Dalton..................................Home
2/1 St. Martin de Porres............Home
2/5 LEC Tournament....................TBA
2/9 Firelands ...............................Away
2/12 Brookside..............................Away
2/14 LEC Semi Final .....................Away
2/15 LEC Championship .............Away
2/16 Danbury ..............................Home

Rocky River Pirates
11/30 Westlake................................Away
12/4 Wellington...........................Home
12/7 Parma ..................................Home
12/11 Holy Name............................Away
12/21 Elyria Catholic ....................Home
1/4  Bay.........................................Away
1/5 Keystone..............................Home
1/11 Valley Forge ..........................Away
1/18 Holy Name ..........................Home
1/19 Oberlin ................................Home
1/25 Normandy ...........................Home
1/26 Cornerstone Christian .......Home
2/1 Parma....................................Away
2/5 Valley Forge.........................Home
2/9 Lutheran West ......................Away
2/12 Fairview ...............................Home
2/15 Elyria Catholic......................Away
2/16 JFK .........................................Away
2/19 Normandy ............................Away
2/22 Bay .......................................Home

Vermilion Sailors

11/30 Oberlin...............................Home
12/1 Tipoff Classic .....................Home
12/7 Port Clinton ........................Home
12/11 Margaretta...........................Home
12/14 Edison ...................................Away
12/18 Elyria Catholic ....................Home
12/20 Oak Harbor ...........................Away
12/22 Bellevue ................................Away
12/28 Sandusky............................Elyria
12/29 Holiday Classic ..................Elyria
1/3 Willard...................................Away
1/5 Huron ..................................Home
1/15 Port Clinton ..........................Away
1/18 Edison..................................Home
1/23 Clyde .....................................Away
1/25 Oak Harbor .........................Home
1/29 Firelands ...............................Away
1/31 Margaretta ............................Away
2/2 Perkins.................................Home
2/8 Willard .................................Home
2/15 Huron....................................Away
2/19 Clearview.............................Home

Wellington Dukes
12/1 New London .......................Home
12/4 Rocky River...........................Away
12/7 Black River ..........................Home
12/11 Brooklyn ...............................Away
12/14 Firelands ............................Home
12/18 Clearview.............................Home
12/21 Brookside..............................Away
12/27 Holiday Classic ..................Home
12/28 Holiday Classic ..................Home
1/4 Keystone ...............................Away
1/8 Columbia ..............................Away
1/11 Buckeye.................................Away
1/18 Black River ............................Away
1/22 Fairview ...............................Home
1/25 Firelands ...............................Away
1/29 Norwayne .............................Away
2/1 Brookside ............................Home
2/5 Lutheran West ......................Away
2/8 Oberlin ................................Home
2/15 Keystone..............................Home
2/22 Buckeye ...............................Home

Westlake Demons
11/30 Rocky River .........................Home
12/4 Elyria .....................................Away
12/7 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
12/11 Olmsted Falls........................Away
12/14 Avon Lake............................Home
12/18 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/21 Bay.........................................Away
12/29 Perrysburg...........................Home
1/4 Avon ......................................Away
1/8 Midview...............................Home
1/11 Lakewood............................Home
1/15 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/18 Amherst ...............................Home
1/22 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/25 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
1/29 Avon Lake .............................Away
2/1 North Olmsted....................Home
2/5 Avon.....................................Home
2/8 Midview ................................Away
2/12 Lakewood .............................Away
2/15 North Ridgeville..................Home
2/22 Amherst ................................Away
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By: Rob Polinsky
Just like a season ago, the ’18-’19

Lorain County girls basketball sea-
son will see three new coaches on
the sidelines. Jay Valadez is at
Amherst Steele; Vaughn K. Jones at
Open Door, and Corey Taylor takes
over at Columbia. What isn’t
known is will the county have a
team make it to Columbus this
year like Elyria Catholic did a year
ago.

Let’s begin with a look at Lorain
County schools in the SWC. At
Amherst Steele they will try to
improve on a 10-12 overall record.
Key returners are Georgia State
recruit senior Kamryn Dziak. Also
guards Faith Lewis, a junior, and
senior Audrey McConihe. Coach
Valadez says they expect to com-
pete in every game and Kamryn
Dziak will lead the Comets on and
off the court. Valadez says they will
rely on her leadership and matu-
rity.

At Avon, Meghan Larrick’s team
was 14-10; the Eagles graduated
four starters from that squad so
they won’t have the experience of a
year ago. They return senior Eliza-
beth Flynn and junior Ashlee Tor-
bert, among others. Larrick says
they will continue to play aggres-
sive defense and hope to improve
their offense so they can put
together a better all-around game.

North on Rt. 83 at Avon Lake,
Coach Dave Zvara proclaims that
depth, speed and experience will
be strengths for the Shoregals.
They are coming off a 15-10 cam-
paign. Some of the experienced
seniors include Amber Achladis,
Allie Heschel, Liz Murdock, and
Kelsey Simmerly. Zvara feels they
should be competitive in a league
that is a challenge every night.
Zvara adds the talent in the SWC is
similar to last year with several
girls in the league committed to
playing college basketball in the
future.

Rob Overy returns for year two
at Midview. They were 5-18 last
year; Overy says the Middies
return all five starters and some
top bench players. Expectations
are higher than they’ve been in
awhile. He thinks the experience
along with young talent that is
improving should help Midview.
Some key returners include Kaeli
Evans, Hailey Vettel, and Macken-
zie Cline. 

At North Ridgeville, Coach Amy
Esser is back for her eleventh sea-
son, last year they finished 12-12.
Key returners include senior Lau-
ren Milner, a three year letter win-
ner and three year starting point
guard; Leia Smith, a junior two
year letter winner and starter last
season; and junior Hailey MacGre-
gor. Esser says they are a very
young team having lost seven sen-
iors from last year’s team. They are
smaller, but quicker.

This will be the final year of the
PAC conference; all of the Lorain
County schools in the PAC will
form the Lorain County Confer-
ence next year. Let’s begin with

Brookside. Last season the Cardi-
nals were 7-16. Head Coach Brad
Barhorst who enters his fourth sea-
son at the reigns this year says they
want to be aggressive and physical,
and have worked hard in the off
season. They have several key
returners; some of them are Ashley
Wallace, Tori Aliff, and Ellexis
Tracy. 

At Clearview, Nick Dimacchia is
back for his eleventh year as head
coach. Last season they had an
outstanding 17-5 record. Key
returners include Brooke Rebman,
Ariana Vazquez, and Vanecia
Billings. Dimacchia says they
always look to be competitive in

the PAC, improve the defense, and
go further in the tournament. They
lost a key 20 point per game scorer
in Brandyce Smith so girls like Ari-
ana Vazquez, Leanna Rogers, and
Olivia Romes will need to help fill
that spot and production. 

Corey Taylor replaces the highly
successful and respected Tom
Thompson who retired from
Columbia. Taylor inherits a club
that went 12-12 last year. Accord-
ing to the new head coach, key
returners are Riley Thomas,
Danielle Gerda, Jill Grzywna, and
Carissa Templeton. The team is rel-
atively young and Coach Taylor
hopes they will be competitive in
the PAC. 

Veteran Coach Dave Kudela
returns for year 17 at Firelands.
The Falcons are coming off a tough
season but Kudela is optimistic
they can improve with aggressive
play this season. Returners are
senior Peyton Phillips along with
juniors Emily Stewart and Lexy
Coggins. Newcomers who will add
talent include sophomores Megan
and Madison Sutton and freshman
Abby Schmitz. 

At Keystone, Scott Terry is back
for his 21st season, key returners
are seniors Taylor Stefan and
Shelby Fortune. Terry wants his
team to play with a competitive
mindset and show improvement
throughout the season. They hope
to finish in the top half of the Stars
Division. 

Coach Tiffany Shields returns for
her second season at Oberlin. She
is optimistic that the Phoenix can
improve on last year’s 4-19 record.
Two big reasons for the optimism
are senior Karissa Rankin and jun-
ior Victoria Jackson, who were the
two leading scorers a year ago.
Both won numerous individual
awards and are helping to con-
tinue the culture change at Ober-
lin. 

Heading south down Rt. 58 to
Wellington where Nathan Morris
begins year four as head coach of
the Wellington Lady Dukes. They
are coming off a tremendous cam-
paign going 19-3, undefeated 16-0
in the PAC before losing in the dis-
trict semifinal to EC. They expect
to compete for the PAC title in part
because of these four young ladies
who return: Alexis Lehmkuhl, Erin
Frenk, both seniors, and juniors
Jalen Gibbs and Lexi Wright. 

See GIRLS, 13
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Steve Manheim

Keystone’s Taylor Stefan pulls down a rebound over a pair of
Wellington players.



Looking at the other Lorain
County schools that compete in
various conferences, Coach
Anthony Brown is in year three at
Elyria. Key returners for the Pio-
neers include senior Angelina Auli-
sio and junior Myanna Hawkins.
Brown says they are rebuilding
after losing seven seniors from last
year’s team. 

Across town expectations are
high at Elyria Catholic. Eric
Rothgery is now in his eleventh
season, his team that went to
Columbus returns four starters
from that unit: Faith Williams and
Regan Schill, along with Ally and
Abby Winnen. According to
Rothgery, goals are to win the con-
ference and return to Columbus. 

At Lake Ridge Academy, Lisa
Medvetz is now in her seventh year
guiding the Royals. Last season
they went 13-10, top returners
include Ally Ross, Madison
Rosado, Emma Miller, and Grace
Adams. Medvetz says they are very
young and will have to play good
defense to win games. They need
to move the ball and be very fun-

damental on offense. 
At Lorain, the Titans finished 13-

11 a year ago, including winning 10
of their last 12 games. Coach Mark
Feldmann says they return four
starters, they are small and
scrappy. They hope to improve on
last year’s record and compete in
the Lake Erie League.Returning are
Nae Bohannon, Nocole Ortiz,
Mikiya Hermon, and Ashley Hisle. 

The new coach at Open Door is
Vaughn K. Jones; the first year
coach is counting on Emerson
Dobbins, Emily Werley, and Emily
McClain among others. The expec-
tations for the Patriots are to be
competitive, hardworking, and
hope to succeed both on and off
the court. Jones brings over 20
years experience as an assistant
coach in both boys and girls

sports. 
At Vermilion, Yvonne Craigo is

back for year two, the Sailors went
8-15 last year. Coach Craigo says
they’re in rebuilding mode and are
very young. The Sailors hope to
win a few more than last season, to
do that Craigo says they must play
fast and hard at all times. She
expects this team will get much
better in the second half of the
season. Key returners are senior
Maddie Colahan, junior Clara
Smith, and sophomore Camryn
Colahan. Coach has several fresh-
men who are expected to help the
varsity and split time with the JV.

Can EC make it back to Colum-
bus? Or can somebody else get
there this year? Listen all season as
AM 930 WEOL will broadcast 20
girls’ regular season games on the
radio, online, or on our free app. As
always we will follow all the county
teams along the tournament trail
however long and far that is. 

Our first broadcast will be
December 1st when Keystone vis-
its Midview and concludes Febru-
ary 16th with Columbia going to
Buckeye. Special thanks to Meghan
Larrick and all of the other coaches
for their help and cooperation.
Good luck this season.

GIRLS
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Kristin Bauer

Avon’s Elizabeth Flynn drives the base line.
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Amherst Lady Comets
11/23 Medina..................................Away
11/28 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/1 Avon ....................................Home
12/5 Westlake................................Away
12/8 Lakewood .............................Away
12/12 North Ridgeville..................Home
12/15 Midview ................................Away
12/19 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
12/22 North Royalton.....................Away
12/28 Chippewa..............................Away
1/5 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
1/9 Avon Lake .............................Away
1/12 North Olmsted....................Home
1/16 Avon.....................................Away
1/19 Westlake ..............................Home
1/23 Lakewood............................Home
1/26 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/30 Midview...............................Home
2/2 Berea-Midpark....................Home
2/6 Olmsted Falls........................Away
2/9 Avon Lake ..........................Home

Avon Lady Eagles
11/23 Brunswick ...........................Home
11/28 North Ridgeville..................Home
12/1 Amherst ................................Away
12/5 Brea-Midpark......................Home
12/8 Olmsted Falls........................Away
12/12 Avon Lake............................Home
12/15 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/19 Midview...............................Home
12/22 Maple Heights.....................Home
12/29 Bay.........................................Away
1/5 Westlake ..............................Away
1/9 Lakewood............................Home
1/12 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/16 Amherst .............................Home
1/19 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
1/23 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
1/26 Avon Lake .............................Away
1/30 North Olmsted....................Home
2/2 Midview ................................Away
2/6 Westlake ..............................Home
2/9 Lakewood .............................Away
2/11 St. Joseph.............................Home

Avon Lake Shoregals 
11/26 Rocky River .........................Home
11/28 Berea-Midpark....................Home
12/1 Olmsted Falls........................Away
12/3 Bay.........................................Away
12/5 Midview...............................Home
12/8 North Olmsted...................Home
12/12 Avon .....................................Away
12/15 Westlake ..............................Home
12/19 Lakewood .............................Away
12/22 Lorain....................................Away
1/3 Brunswick.............................Away
1/5 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/9 Amherst ...............................Home
1/12 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
1/16 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
1/19 Midview ................................Away
1/23 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/26 Avon.....................................Home
1/30 Westlake................................Away
2/2 Lakewood............................Home
2/6 North Ridgeville..................Home
2/9 Amherst...............................Away

Bay Lady Rockets
11/26 Elyria .....................................Away
11/28 Revere ...................................Away
12/1 Lakewood............................Home
12/3 Avon Lake............................Home
12/5 Parma ..................................Home
12/12 Holy Name............................Away
12/15 Normandy ...........................Home
12/17 Laurel...................................Home
12/22 Westlake................................Away
12/29 Avon ....................................Home
1/5 Elyria Catholic......................Away
1/9 Valley Forge ..........................Away
1/12 Lorain ..................................Home
1/16 Rocky River...........................Away
1/19 Parma....................................Away
1/23 Normandy ............................Away
1/26 Holy Name ..........................Home
1/30 Elyria Catholic...................Home
2/2 Valley Forge.........................Home
2/6 Padua ....................................Away
2/9 Aurora..................................Home
2/13 Rocky River .........................Home

Berea – Midpark Lady Titans
11/23 Waslh Jesuit ..........................Away
11/28 Avon Lake .............................Away
12/1 North Olmsted....................Home
12/5 Avon ......................................Away
12/8 Westlake................................Away
12/12 Lakewood............................Home
12/15 North Ridgeville ...................Away
12/19 Amherst ...............................Home
12/28 North Royalton.....................Away
12/30 Stow.......................................Away
1/5 Midview...............................Home
1/9 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/12 Avon Lake............................Home
1/16 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/19 Avon.....................................Home
1/23 Westlake ..............................Home
1/26 Lakewood .............................Away
1/30 North Ridgeville..................Home
2/2 Amherst ................................Away
2/6 Midview ................................Away
2/9 Olmsted Falls ......................Home

Black River Lady Pirates 
11/23 Mapleton ..............................Away
11/27 Open Door ..........................Home
12/1 Clearview ..............................Away
12/5 Wellington ............................Away
12/8 Hillsdale ................................Away
12/12 Keystone..............................Home
12/15 Columbia.............................Home
12/19 Firelands ...............................Away
12/22 South Central ......................Home
1/5 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/9 Brookside..............................Away
1/12 Fairview ................................Away
1/16 Wellington...........................Home
1/19 Plymouth ..............................Away
1/23
1/23 Keystone ...............................Away
1/26 Lutheran West.....................Home
1/30 Firelands..............................Home
2/2 Oberlin..................................Away
2/4 New London .......................Home
2/6 Buckeye.................................Away
2/13 Brookside ............................Home
2/16 Brooklyn ..............................Home



Winter 2018 Forecast Magazine 15

Brookside Lady Cardinals
11/23 John Marshall......................Home
12/1 Columbia ..............................Away
12/5 Keystone..............................Home
12/10 Open Door............................Away
12/12 Buckeye ...............................Home
12/15 Fairview ...............................Home
12/17 Vermilion ...........................Home
12/19 Wellington ............................Away
12/29 New London.........................Away
1/5 Firelands ...............................Away
1/9 Black River ..........................Home
1/12 Lutheran West ......................Away
1/16 Keystone ...............................Away
1/19 Rhodes.................................Home
1/23 Buckeye.................................Away
1/26 Oberlin ................................Home
1/30 Wellington...........................Home
2/2 Brooklyn ...............................Away
2/6 Firelands..............................Home
2/9 Lincoln West........................Home
2/13 Black River ............................Away
2/16 Clearview.............................Home

Buckeye Lady Bucks
11/23 Rittman Tip Off Classic........Away
11/26 Cloverleaf..............................Away
11/28 Lutheran West.....................Home
12/1 Fairview ................................Away
12/5 Firelands..............................Home
12/12 Brookside..............................Away
12/15 Parma....................................Away
12/19 Keystone ...............................Away
12/22 Highland ...............................Away
12/29 Norwayne............................Home
1/5 Black River ............................Away
1/9 Wellington...........................Home
1/12 Oberlin..................................Away
1/16 Firelands ...............................Away
1/23 Brookside ............................Home
1/26 Brooklyn ..............................Home
1/28 Valley Forge ..........................Away
1/30 Keystone..............................Home
2/2 Clearview ..............................Away
2/6 Black River ..........................Home
2/13 Wellington ............................Away
2/16 Columbia ...........................Home

Clearview Lady Clippers
12/1 Black River ..........................Home
12/5 Lutheran West.....................Home
12/8 Sandusky...............................Away
12/12 Columbia.............................Home
12/15 Wellington...........................Away
12/19 Oberlin..................................Away
1/5 Fairview ................................Away
1/7 Vermilion ..............................Away
1/9 Brooklyn ...............................Away
1/12 Keystone..............................Home
1/16 Lutheran West ......................Away
1/23 Columbia ..............................Away
1/26 Firelands .............................Away
1/30 Oberlin ................................Home
2/2 Buckeye ...............................Home
2/4 Elyria ...................................Away
2/6 Fairview ...............................Home
2/9 Lorain....................................Away
2/13 Brooklyn ...............................Away
2/16 Brookside..............................Away

Columbia Raiders

11/24 Independence ......................Away
11/28 Cuyahoga Hts. ......................Away
12/1 Brookside ............................Home
12/5 Fairview ...............................Home
12/8 Garfield Hts. ........................Home
12/12 Clearview ..............................Away
12/15 Black River ............................Away
12/19 Lutheran West ......................Away
12/22 Crestview.............................Home
12/29 Open Door ..........................Home
1/5 Brooklyn ...............................Away
1/9 Oberlin ................................Home
1/12 Wellington .........................Home
1/16 Fairview ................................Away
1/23 Clearview.............................Home
1/26 Keystone ...............................Away
1/30 Lutheran West.....................Home
2/2 Firelands..............................Home
2/6 Brooklyn ..............................Home
2/9 Rittman................................Home
2/13 Oberlin..................................Away
2/16 Buckeye ...............................Away

Elyria Lady Pioneers
11/26 Bay .......................................Home
11/28 Brunswick ...........................Home
12/1 Mentor ..................................Away
12/5 Euclid ....................................Away
12/8 Solon .....................................Away
12/12 Medina ................................Home
12/19 Rocky River...........................Away
12/22 Shaker Hts. ..........................Home
12/28 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/29 Westlake................................Away
1/5 Strongsville..........................Home
1/9 Brunswick.............................Away
1/12 Mentor.................................Home
1/16 Euclid...................................Home
1/19 Oberlin...............................Home
1/23 Parma....................................Away
1/25 Solon....................................Home
1/28 Wooster ...............................Home
1/30 Medina..................................Away
2/4 Clearview ...........................Home
2/6 Strongsville ...........................Away
2/9 Shaker Hts. ...........................Away

Elyria Catholic Panthers
11/24 Laurel ....................................Away
11/28 Walsh Jesuit ..........................Away
12/5 Normandy ............................Away
12/12 Parma....................................Away
12/15 Valley Forge.........................Home
12/19 Cornerstone Christian .......Home
12/22 GlenOak ................................Away
12/27 Cactus Jam .......................Arizona
12/28 Cactus Jam .......................Arizona
12/29 Cactus Jam .......................Arizona
1/5 Bay .......................................Home
1/9 Holy Name............................Away
1/12 Rocky River...........................Away
1/19 Normandy ...........................Home
1/21 Euclid ....................................Away
1/23 Valley Forge ..........................Away
1/26 Parma ..................................Home
1/28 SVSM..................................Home
1/30 Bay .....................................Home
2/2 Holy Name ..........................Home
2/6 Rocky River........................Home
2/9 Gilmour ...............................Home
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Fairview Lady Warriors
11/24 Open Door............................Away
11/26 Parma....................................Away
11/28 Valley Forge.........................Home
12/1 Buckeye ...............................Home
12/5 Columbia ..............................Away
12/12 Oberlin ................................Home
12/15 Brookside..............................Away
12/19 Brooklyn ..............................Home
12/22 Independence.....................Home
1/5 Clearview.............................Home
1/9 Lutheran West.....................Home
1/12 Black River ..........................Home
1/16 Columbia.............................Home
1/19 Firelands ...............................Away
1/23 Oberlin..................................Away
1/26 Wellington ............................Away
1/30 Brooklyn ...............................Away
2/2 Keystone..............................Home
2/6 Clearview ..............................Away
2/9 Holy Name............................Away
2/11 Vermilion.............................Home
2/13 Lutheran West ......................Away

Firelands Lady Falcons

11/24 Vermilion ..............................Away
12/1 Lutheran West ......................Away
12/5 Buckeye.................................Away
12/12 Wellington ............................Away
12/15 Oberlin ................................Home
12/19 Black River ..........................Home
1/2 Edison ...................................Away
1/5 Brookside ............................Home
1/9 Keystone..............................Home
1/12 Brooklyn ...............................Away
1/16 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/23 Wellington...........................Home
1/26 Clearview ...........................Home
1/30 Black River ............................Away
2/2 Columbia ..............................Away
2/4 Mapleton.............................Home
2/6 Brookside..............................Away
2/7 Christian Community ........Home
2/13 Keystone..............................Home
2/16 Fairview ...............................Home

First Baptist Sabers

11/26 Open Door ..........................Home
11/29 Lawrence School ................Home
11/30 Bard .....................................Home
12/4 St. Martin.............................Home
12/6 Horizon Science-Cle ..........Home
12/10 Hearts for Jesus...................Home
12/14 Andrews Osborne ...............Home
12/17 Mentor Christian..................Away
12/18 Kingsway Christian..............Away
12/20 Christmas Tournament.Open Door
12/22 Christmas Tournament.Open Door
1/8 NEOCP ..................................Away
1/10 Horizon Science-Cle............Away
1/15 Andrews Osborne ................Away
1/18 Kingsway Christian ............Home
1/21 Hearts for Jesus ....................Away
1/22 Lawrence School..................Away
1/24 NEOCP ................................Home
1/25 Bard.......................................Away
1/28 Medina Christian................Home
2/4 Horizon Science-Lorain ......Away

Keystone Lady Wildcats

11/24 Western Reserve .................Home
11/28 Oberlin..................................Away
12/1 Midview...............................Away
12/3 Medina ................................Home
12/5 Brookside..............................Away
12/10 Amherst ................................Away
12/12 Black River ............................Away
12/15 Brooklyn ..............................Home
12/19 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/3 Lorain ..................................Away
1/5 Wellington...........................Home
1/9 Firelands ...............................Away
1/12 Clearview ..............................Away
1/16 Brookside ............................Home
1/23 Black River ..........................Home
1/26 Columbia.............................Home
1/30 Buckeye.................................Away
2/2 Fairview ................................Away
2/6 Wellington ............................Away
2/13 Firelands..............................Home

Lake Ridge Lady Royals
12/3 Lutheran West ......................Away
12/5 NDCL...................................Home
12/7 Christian Community..........Away
12/10 Andrews Osborne ................Away
12/12 Youngstown East ................Home
12/15 Monroeville.........................Home
12/21 JFK .......................................Home
1/9 Cleveland Cent. Catholic.....Away
1/11 Western Reserve .................Home
1/14 Mapleton ..............................Away
1/16 Beaumont .............................Away
1/19 Temple Christian .................Away
1/24 Trinity ..................................Home
1/28 New London.........................Away
1/30 Garfield Hts. .........................Away
2/1 St. Martin de Porres............Home
2/4 Columbiana ........................Home
2/6 Youngstown East ..................Away
2/9 Hathaway Brown ................Home
2/12 Hearts ..................................Home
2/14 Northwestern......................Home

Lakewood Lady Rangers
11/28 Westlake................................Away
12/1 Bay.........................................Away
12/5 North Ridgeville ...................Away
12/8 Amherst ...............................Home
12/12 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
12/15 Olmsted Falls........................Away
12/19 Avon Lake............................Home
12/22 Midview...............................Home
12/29 Mentor.................................Home
1/3 St. Joseph ..............................Away
1/5 North Olmsted....................Home
1/9 Avon ......................................Away
1/12 Westlake ..............................Home
1/16 Midview ................................Away
1/19 North Ridgeville..................Home
1/21 Rocky River .........................Home
1/23 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/30 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
2/2 Avon Lake .............................Away
2/6 North Olmsted .....................Away
2/9 Avon.....................................Home



Winter 2018 Forecast Magazine 17

Lorain Lady Titans
11/28 Vermilion ..............................Away
12/3 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/8 Bedford................................Home
12/12 Cleveland Hts......................Home
12/15 Shaw ....................................Home
12/19 Maple Hts. ............................Away
12/22 Avon lake .............................Home
12/29 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/3 Keystone ............................Home
1/7 Lutheran East .......................Away
1/9 Garfield Hts. .........................Away
1/12 Bay.........................................Away
1/16 Warrensville Hts..................Home
1/19 Bedford .................................Away
1/21 Parma.................................Home
1/23 Shaw......................................Away
1/26 Maple Hts............................Home
2/2 Cleveland Hts. ......................Away
2/6 Lutheran East......................Home
2/9 Clearview.............................Home
2/11 Rocky River .........................Home
2/13 Warrensville Hts. ..................Away

Lutheran West Lady Longhorns
11/28 Buckeye.................................Away
12/1 Firelands..............................Home
12/3 Lake Ridge...........................Home
12/5 Clearview ..............................Away
12/8 Holy Name ..........................Home
12/12 Brooklyn ...............................Away
12/19 Columbia.............................Home
12/22 North Olmsted....................Home
1/3 Western Reserve...................Away
1/5 Oberlin ................................Home
1/9 Fairview ................................Away
1/12 Brookside..............................Away
1/16 Clearview.............................Home
1/19 Keystone ...............................Away
1/23 Brooklyn ..............................Home
1/26 Black River ............................Away
1/30 Columbia ..............................Away
2/2 Wellington...........................Home
2/6 Oberlin..................................Away
2/9 Rocky River .........................Home
2/13 Fairview ...............................Home
2/16 Cuyahoga Hts. ......................Away

Midview Lady Middies
11/28 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
12/1 Keystone ............................Home
12/5 Avon Lake .............................Away
12/8 North Ridgeville..................Home
12/12 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/15 Amherst ...............................Home
12/19 Avon ......................................Away
12/22 Lakewood .............................Away
12/27 Vermilion.............................Home
12/29 Parma ..................................Home
1/3 Valley Forge ..........................Away
1/5 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
1/9 Westlake ..............................Home
1/12 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/16 Lakewood............................Home
1/19 Avon Lake ...........................Home
1/23 North Ridgeville ...................Away
1/26 North Olmsted....................Home
1/30 Amherst ................................Away
2/2 Avon.....................................Home
2/6 Berea-Midpark....................Home
2/9 Westlake................................Away

North Olmsted Lady Eagles
11/23 Valley Forge ..........................Away
11/28 Amherst ...............................Home
12/1 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
12/3 Lorain ..................................Home
12/5 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
12/8 Avon Lake............................Away
12/12 Midview...............................Home
12/15 Avon.....................................Home
12/19 Westlake................................Away
12/22 Lutheran West ......................Away
12/28 Elyria....................................Home
1/5 Lakewood .............................Away
1/9 North Ridgeville..................Home
1/12 Amherst ................................Away
1/16 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/19 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/23 Avon Lake............................Home
1/26 Midview ................................Away
1/30 Avon ......................................Away
2/2 Westlake ..............................Home
2/6 Lakewood............................Home
2/9 North Ridgeville ...................Away

North Ridgeville Lady Rangers
11/24 Maple Hts............................Home
11/8 Avon ......................................Away
12/1 Westlake ..............................Home
12/5 Lakewood............................Home
12/8 Midview ................................Away
12/12 Amherst ................................Away
12/15 Berea-Midpark....................Home
12/19 Olmsted Falls........................Away
12/29 Lorain ..................................Home
1/5 Avon Lake............................Home
1/9 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/10 Sandusky...............................Away
1/12 Avon.....................................Home
1/14 St. Joseph ...........................Home
1/16 Westlake................................Away
1/19 Lakewood .............................Away
1/23 Midview...............................Home
1/26 Amherst ...............................Home
1/30 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
2/2 Olmsted Falls.....................Home
2/6 Avon Lake .............................Away
2/9 North Olmsted....................Home

Oberlin Lady Phoenix
11/26 Plymouth.............................Home
11/28 Keystone..............................Home
12/5 Brooklyn ..............................Home
12/8 Valley Forge ..........................Away
12/12 Fairview ................................Away
12/15 Firelands ...............................Away
12/17 Wickliffe ..............................Home
12/19 Clearview.............................Home
1/5 Lutheran West ......................Away
1/7 Open Door .........................Home
1/9 Columbia ..............................Away
1/12 Buckeye ...............................Home
1/16 Brooklyn ...............................Away
1/19 Elyria ...................................Away
1/23 Fairview ................................Away
1/26 Brookside..............................Away
1/30 Clearview ..............................Away
2/2 Black River ..........................Home
2/6 Lutheran West.....................Home
2/13 Columbia.............................Home
2/16 Wellington ............................Away
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Olmsted Falls Lady Bulldogs

11/24 Aurora..................................Home
11/28 Midview ................................Away
12/1 Avon Lake............................Home
12/5 North Olmsted .....................Away
12/6 Avon.....................................Home
12/12 Westlake................................Away
12/15 Lakewood............................Home
12/19 North Ridgeville..................Home
1/5 Amherst ................................Away
1/9 Berea-Midpark....................Home
1/12 Midview...............................Home
1/16 Avon Lake .............................Away
1/19 North Olmsted....................Home
1/23 Avon ......................................Away
1/26 Westlake ..............................Home
1/30 Lakewood .............................Away
2/2 North Ridgeville..................Away
2/6 Amherst ...............................Home
2/9 Berea-Midpark .....................Away

Open Door Lady Patriots

11/24 Fairview ...............................Home
11/26 Fairst Baptist.........................Away
11/27 Black River ............................Away
12/1 Andrews Osborne ...............Home
12/3 Trinity....................................Away
12/10 Brookside ............................Home
12/18 St. Martin de Porres............Home
12/20 Hearts for Jesus...................Home
12/22 Christmas Classic ...............Home
12/29 Columbia ..............................Away
1/3 Richmond Hts.....................Home
1/7 Oberlin ................................Away
1/11 Lawrence ..............................Away
1/14 Our Lady of the Elms .........Home
1/19 Horizon Science .................Home
1/24 St. Martin de Porres .............Away
1/28 Warrensville Hts..................Home
1/31 Our Lady of the Elms...........Away
2/1 Bard.......................................Away
2/4 Wickliffe ................................Away
2/7 LEC Tournament..................Away
2/14 LEC Tournament..................Away
2/15 LEC Tournament..................Away 

Rocky River Lady Pirates

11/28 Brecksville ...........................Home
12/5 Valley Forge ..........................Away
12/7 Lurel ......................................Away
12/12 Normandy ............................Away
12/15 Holy Name ..........................Home
12/19 Elyria....................................Home
12/22 Cloverleaf ............................Home
1/2 Copley..................................Home
1/9 Parma....................................Away
1/12 Elyria Catholic ....................Home
1/19 Valley Forge.........................Home
1/21 Lakewood .............................Away
1/23 Holy Name............................Away
1/26 Normandy ...........................Home
1/28 Westlake................................Away
2/2 Parma ..................................Home
2/6 Elyria Catholic ....................Away
2/9 Lutheran West ......................Away
2/11 Lorain....................................Away
2/13 Bay.........................................Away

Vermilion Lady Sailors

11/24 Firelands..............................Home
11/28 Lorain ..................................Home
12/1 Port Clinton ..........................Away
12/6 Perkins ..................................Away
12/8 Edison ...................................Away
12/10 Wellington ............................Away
12/12 Sandusky .............................Home
12/15 Oak Harbor ...........................Away
12/17 Brookside ............................Away
12/21 Margaretta...........................Home
12/27 Midview ................................Away
12/29 Willard...................................Away
1/4 Huron ..................................Home
1/7 Clearview.............................Home
1/12 Port Clinton ........................Home
1/16 St. Paul.................................Home
1/19 Edison..................................Home
1/22 Oak Harbor .........................Home
1/26 Margaretta ............................Away
2/1 Willard .................................Home
2/9 Huron....................................Away
2/11 Fairview ................................Away

Wellington Lady Dukes
11/23 Orrville ..................................Away
11/27 Margaretta ............................Away
12/1 Brooklyn ...............................Away
12/5 Black River ..........................Home
12/10 Vermilion.............................Home
12/12 Firelands..............................Home
12/15 Clearview ...........................Home
12/17 Norwalk ................................Away
12/19 Brookside ............................Home
12/29 Mansfield Christian .............Away
1/5 Keystone ...............................Away
1/9 Buckeye.................................Away
1/12 Columbia ............................Away
1/16 Black River ............................Away
1/21 New London.........................Away
1/23 Firelands ...............................Away
1/26 Fairview ...............................Home
1/30 Brookside..............................Away
2/2 Lutheran West ......................Away
2/6 Keystone..............................Home
2/13 Buckeye ...............................Home
2/16 Oberlin ................................Home

Westlake Lady Demons
11/23 Norwalk ................................Away
11/28 Lakewood............................Home
12/1 North Ridgeville ...................Away
12/5 Amherst ...............................Home
12/8 Berea-Midpark....................Home
12/12 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
12/15 Avon Lake .............................Away
12/19 North Olmsted....................Home
12/22 Bay .......................................Home
12/29 Elyria....................................Home
1/5 Avon ...................................Home
1/9 Midview ................................Away
1/12 Lakewood .............................Away
1/16 North Ridgeville..................Home
1/23 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
1/26 Olmsted Falls........................Away
1/28 Rocky River .........................Home
1/30 Avon Lake............................Home
2/2 North Olmsted .....................Away
2/6 Avon ......................................Away
2/9 Midview...............................Home
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By: Shaun Bennett
For the fourth straight season,

the Elyria Pioneers will be return-
ing a state champion to their
lineup for the upcoming season.

This didn’t appear to be the
case after two-time state cham-
pion Brendon Fenton graduated
last season, but the Pioneers wel-
come senior transfer Jordan
Crace, who won the Division II
120-pound state title as a fresh-
man at St. Paris Graham. 

Crace, who placed third at 106
as a freshman, enrolled at Elyria
in December of 2017, sat the sec-
ond half of the season to satisfy
the OHSAA enrollment require-
ment, and will be fully eligible to
compete his entire senior year.

That’s bad news for Elyria
opponents, who were already fac-
ing long odds against a stacked
Pioneers lineup.

Also back are 2018 Division I
state runners-up Dylan Shawver
and Mick Burnett -- both are two-
time state placers -- three-time
state qualifier and ’18 state placer
Matt Zuckerman, state placer
Farouq Muhammed, and state
qualifier Jake Evans.

Behind them you have district
qualifiers in Bryce Allison,
Enrique Munguia, Haydon Rock-
man, Andrew Levis, and Lewis
Aguilar.

If that wasn’t enough, the Pio-
neers will also welcome a pair of
superstar freshmen -- and pro-
gram younger siblings -- in Nate
Burnett and Peyton Fenton.

The powerful roster gives Elyria
a legitimate shot to contend
among some of Ohio’s best Divi-
sion I programs, and possibly add
that elusive second state champi-
onship to the one the Pioneers
won in 1973.

The city’s other school also has
several experienced wrestlers
returning. Elyria Catholic will be
led by three-time Division III dis-
trict qualifier -- and two-time
state alternate -- Steven Fergu-
son, district qualifiers Aaron
Honaker and Jack Decker, and
sectional placer Cameron Smith.

The Panthers will be looking to
fill their lineup to compete in the
Great Lakes Conference, and to
send a wrestler to Columbus --
EC came up short last year after a
run of five years with at least one
state qualifier.

The other county schools that
sit alone in their conferences are
Lorain in the Lake Erie League
and Vermilion in the Sandusky
Bay Conference.

The Titans top returnee is dis-
trict alternate Brandy Crawford,
but several wrestlers have been
successful on the middle school
level the last couple of years so
the program should see an influx
of talent.

The Sailors will be led by
returning state alternate Jakob
Koleszar, district qualifier Bran-
don D’Egidio, district alternate
Levi Jamison, and sectional placer
Michael Gergely. Vermilion
returns 13 letterwinners, includ-
ing eight who finished with dou-
ble-digit victories last season.

Several county schools will be
looking to capture a Southwest-
ern Conference title that seems to
be up for grabs this season.

The Amherst Comets have a
new coach in Vinnie Curiale, who
previously coached at Avon Lake
and EC, and will be led by district
qualifiers Tim Carrion, Clay Car-
penter, and Adam Lough. Behind
them will be district alternate
Noah Mendez and sectional plac-
ers Brandon Bratovich, Xavier
Rivers, and Jonathon West. Car-
rion and Rivers won SWC titles
last season.

The Comets could have
another big boost in Jim Schill,
who transferred to his home dis-
trict after open enrolling at Elyria
for three years. Schill, who came
to Amherst to play football and
hadn’t publicly decided if he’d
wrestle, was a two-time district
qualifier for the Pioneers.

Another team in the SWC mix

will be the Avon Eagles, who will
be led by two-time district quali-
fier and 2018 state qualifier Jack
Roesch. Behind the 220-pounder
will be state alternate Jordan
Greer, district qualifiers Cael Sax-
ton, Cade Robertson, and Luke
Masisak, district alternate Aaron
Endrizal and sectional placer
Tyler Hannes.

The Eagles could also get a
boost from the return of Tommy
Sear -- a district placer as a soph-
omore and district qualifier as a
freshman – who missed the bulk
of last season due to injury.

A team that came on late last
season and had a great showing
at the SWC tournament was the
Avon Lake Shoremen, who will
be led by two-time district quali-

See WRESTLING, 23
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Judd Smerglia

Fireland’s Payton Burgdorf controls Black River’s Zach Lahood.

Elyria’s Jordan Crace.
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fier Abud Salem, district quali-
fiers John Perry and Alec
Negron, district alternate Adham
Abushukur, and sectional placer
Ethan Shepard. 

Negron is a two-time SWC
champion, while Perry won a con-
ference title last season and Salem
and Shepard were SWC runners-
up. The program will also receive a
boost from several incoming fresh-
men – Albert Hobar, Lester Jack-
son, Ethan Danniger, Caleb Moore,
Issac Worsencroft, and Hunter
McHugh – who were middle
school state qualifiers, SWC
champs or SWC placers.

Avon Lake has hosted the
county’s biggest opening weekend
tournament for years, but it will no
longer be named the Knights of
Columbus Invitational going for-
ward. It will now be known as the
Cobos Insurance Classic.

The Midview Middies have been
one of the SWC’s top contenders
the past few years but were hit
hard by graduation after last sea-
son. That doesn’t mean the cup-
board is bare, as the Middies
return three-time district qualifier
and 2017 state alternate Zak
Anderson, two-time district quali-

fiers and 2018 state alternates
Andrew Philion and Daniel Buck-
navich, district qualifiers James
Hutchinson and Pablo Cruz, and
sectional placer Jameson Shen-
berger.

The last county team that will
battle in the SWC is the North
Ridgeville Rangers, who will be led
by a quartet of district qualifiers --
Jacob Dunstan, Patrick MacGregor,
Abed Sulaiman, and Jared Vian-
court.

The other seven county teams
compete in the Patriot Athletic
Conference and all have a handful
of experienced wrestlers returning
to help lead their programs and
anchor their lineups.

One of the top individual
wrestlers in the county will be Fire-
lands junior Payton Burgdorf, who
placed fourth in the state as a
freshman and placed sixth in the
state last season. He will be joined
by district alternate Nathan
Thompson, 20-match winner
Charlie Yonts, and freshman Corey
Newark -- a two-time middle
school state qualifier.

The Falcons will beef up their
schedule this season by adding the
Canfield Holiday Duals and the
Maumee Bay Classic, and have
strengthened their coaching staff
with the addition of Zach Sanger --
a Medina resident who excelled in

freestyle and Greco wrestling.
The area’s last returning state

qualifier is Clearview’s Julian Col-
bert, who advanced to Columbus
as a Division III 170-pounder last
season. Joining him in the Clippers
lineup will be district alternates
Donny Horsely and Robert McCar-
dle. 

The Keystone Wildcats will be
led by a quartet of district quali-
fiers in Hudson Hall, Nick Hick-
man, Brandon Smith, and Randy
Hartle. They will be helped out by
district alternate Lucas Kincaid
and sectional placers Nick

Beriswell and Jose Moralez. 
The Wildcats will only have one

senior -- Curtis Toth -- in their
lineup, and Smith is the lone jun-
ior. They will also have a sopho-
more transfer -- Ryan Healy --
from Oklahoma. 

Both Brookside and Columbia
return district placers to lead their
programs.

The Cardinals are led by two-
time district qualifier David Oca-
sio, who placed at 120 in Division
II last season. Joining him will be
district qualifier Cody Nusbaum
and sectional placers Ethan Garza,
John Pickens, and Eric Kebeiks. 

The Raiders’ top guy is two-time
district qualifier Justin Bell, who
placed at 220 in Division III last
season. He also has a strong sup-
porting cast, highlighted by district
qualifier Mike Lovell and district
alternates Tommy Cassidy, Cody
Sestito, Joe Governale, and Elijah
Caraballo. 

The Oberlin Phoenix are led by
twin brothers and district quali-
fiers Robert and Reggie Bou-
chonville -- Reggie qualified last
season while Robert qualified in
2017. The Phoenix also have a pair
of returning sectional placers in
Riley Horning and Jerlmiah Sutton.

The final county and PAC team
is the Wellington Dukes, who will
be led by district alternate Gabe
Gayheart and sectional placer
Trayton Bowman.

As always, there will be plenty of
high-level wrestling on county
mats throughout the season, and
county wrestlers will travel to some
of the top events throughout the
state. It’ll be enough to satisfy even
the greatest high school wrestling
fans.
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Kristin Bauer

Wellington’s Gabe Gayheart rolls Fireland’s Garett Tester.

Steve Manheim

Amherst’s Tim Carrion grapples with North Ridgeville’s Jared
Vincourt.
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Amherst Comets

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/8 Bellevue Invite ................Bellevue
12/13 Westlake................................Away
12/21 Avon ......................................Away
1/3 SWC Double Dual ..........Westlake ........
1/4 Pin City Tournament ...........Perry
1/5 Pin City Tournament ...........Perry
1/10 Avon.....................................Home
1/17 SWC Double Dual...............Home
1/18 Maumee Bay Tournament ....Clay
1/19 Maumee Bay Tournament ....Clay
1/24 Avon Lake .............................Away
1/31 Olmsted Falls........................Away
2/7 North Ridgeville..................Home
2/16 SWC Tournament ...........Midview

Avon Eagles

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/6 SWC Double Dual ................Away
12/13 SWC Double Dual ..........Midview
12/14 Archbold Invite..............Archbold
12/15 Archbold Invite..............Archbold
12/28 Holiday Tournament ..Brecksville
12/29 Holiday Tournament ..Brecksville
1/3 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
1/18 Bill Dies Memorial ........Firestone
1/19 Bill Dies Memorial ........Firestone
2/7 North Olmsted .....................Away
2/16 SWC Tournament ...........Midview

Avon Lake Shoremen

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic....Home
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic....Home
12/6 SWC Double Dual ..........Midview
12/13 SWC Double Dual ..........Midview
12/14 Hudson Tournament.......Hudson
12/15 Hudson Tournament.......Hudson
12/28 Wheeling Park Duals..Wheeling, WV
12/29 Wheeling Park Duals..Wheeling, WV
1/3 Midview ................................Away
1/10 SWC Double Dual..Olmsted Falls
1/17 North Olmsted....................Home

1/19 Dale Carol Tournament ......Clyde
1/24 Amherst ...............................Home
1/26 W. Holmes Tournament ..W. Holmes
1/31 Westlake................................Away
2/7 Berea-Midpark .....................Away
2/16 SWC Tournament ...........Midview

Brookside Cardinals

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/8 Redskin Invite.......Cuyahoga Hts.
1/5 Janet Stammen Mem. .....Woodridge
1/10 PAC Double Dual...........Keystone
1/17 PAC Double Dual........Wellington
1/18 Terry Munroe Inv....Western Reserve
1/19 Terry Munroe Inv ...Western Reserve
1/24 PAC Double Dual................Home
1/26 Cy Pinter Tournament ........Elyria
1/31 PAC Double Dual............Fairview
2/2 OHSAA Dual Meet ..............Home
2/9 PAC Tournament.............Buckeye

Clearview Clippers

11/30 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/1 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/15 J.B Firestone Invite ....Black River
12/28 Vermilion Super Duals ..Vermilion
12/29 Vermilion Super Duals ..Vermilion
1/10 PAC Double Duals..Lutheran West
1/12 Coach Ant Classic ..........Westlake
1/17 PAC Double Dual................Home
1/24 PAC Double Dual .........Brookside
1/26 Dave Rohr Classic.........Mapleton
1/31 PAC Double Dual .............Oberlin
2/9 PAC Tournament.............Buckeye

Columbia Raiders

11/30 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/1 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/7 North Coast Classic ...Independence
12/8 North Coast Classic ...Independence
12/28 Vermilion Super Duals ..Vermilion
12/29 Vermilion Super Duals ..Vermilion
1/5 Columbia Invite..................Home
1/10 PAC Double Dual................Home
1/12 Coach Ant Classic ..........Westlake

1/17 PAC Double Dual .........Clearview
1/24 PAC Double Dual .......Black River
1/31 PAC Double Dual............Fairview
2/9 PAC Tournament.............Buckeye

Elyria Pioneers

11/30 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/1 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/1 Double Dual........................Home
12/8 Mike Lewis Invite............Buckeye
12/14 GCC Double Dual ..............Euclid
12/28 Holiday Tournament ..Brecksville
12/29 Holiday Tournament ..Brecksville
1/3 Brunswick ...........................Home
1/5 Columbia Invite ...........Columbia
1/17 GCC Double Dual.............Mentor
1/18 Maumee Bay Classic .............Clay
1/19 Maumee Bay Classic .............Clay
1/24 Strongsville..........................Home
1/26 Cy Pinter .............................Home

Elyria Catholic Panthers

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/8 Bill Urban Memorial ......St. Johns
12/14 Hudson Invite ..................Hudson
12/15 Hudson Invite ..................Hudson
12/21 John Matteucci Mem....Eastlake North
12/22 John Matteucci Mem....Eastlake North
12/28 Vermilion Super Duals ..Vermilion
12/29 Vermilion Super Duals ..Vermilion
1/10 GLC Double Dual.......Holy Name
1/17 GLC Double Dual .......Normandy
1/19 Catholic Invite ................St. Johns
1/20 Catholic Invite ................St. Johns
1/24 GLC Double Dual...............Parma

Firelands Falcons

12/1 Edison Invite......................Edison
12/15 Holiday Duals .................Canfield
12/27 Medina Invite ...................Medina
12/28 Medina Invite ...................Medina
1/4 Perrysburg Invite ........Perrysburg
1/5 Perrysburg Invite ........Perrysburg
1/10 PAC Double Dual...........Keystone
1/17 PAC Double Dual...........Brooklyn
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1/18 Maumee Bay Classic .............Clay
1/19 Maumee Bay Classic .............Clay
1/24 PAC Double Dual .......Black River
1/31 PAC Double Dual................Home
2/9 PAC Tournament.............Buckeye

Keystone Wildcats

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/7 Wayne Invite.................Smithville
12/8 Wayne Invite.................Smithville
12/15 Willoughby S. Inv...Willoughby S.
12/28 Holiday Tournament ..Brecksville
12/29 Holiday Tournament ..Brecksville
1/5 Plymouth Invite............Plymouth
1/10 PAC Double Dual................Home
1/12 Husky Invite...........Northwestern
1/24 PAC Double Dual .........Brookside
1/31 PAC Double Dual ..........Firelands
2/9 PAC Tournament.............Buckeye

Lorain Titans

11/30 Titan Classic........................Home
12/1 Titan Classic........................Home
12/7 Riverside Rumble ..........Riverside
12/8 Riverside Rumble ..........Riverside
12/15 Findlay Invite....................Findlay
12/21 John Matteucci Memorial ..Eastlake N.
12/22 John Matteucci Memorial ..Eastlake N.
1/11 Perrysburg Invite ........Perrysburg
1/12 Perrysburg Invite ........Perrysburg
1/18 Gold Medal Duals ........Napoleon
1/19 Gold Medal Duals ........Napoleon
1/26 Cy Pinter ..............................Elyria
2/9 LEL Tournament ..Maple Heights

Midview Middies

11/30 Solon Invite..........................Solon
12/1 Solon Invite..........................Solon
12/6 SWC Double Dual...............Home
12/13 SWC Double Dual...............Home
12/27 Medina Invite ...................Medina
12/28 Medina Invite ...................Medina

1/3 Avon Lake............................Home
1/10 North Olmsted .....................Away
1/17 SWC Double Dual...........Amherst
1/18 Bill Dies Tournament....Firestone
1/19 Bill Dies Tournament....Firestone
1/24 SWC Double Dual ................Avon
1/26 West Holmes Invite.....W. Holmes
1/31 Berea-Midpark....................Home
2/9 Springfield Duals........Springfield
2/16 SWC Tournament ...............Home

North Ridgeville Rangers

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/8 Mike Lewis Invite............Buckeye
12/13 Olmsted Falls ......................Home
12/15 J.B. Firestone Invite....Black River
1/3 SWC Double Dual...............Home
1/4 Pin City .................................Perry
1/5 Pin City .................................Perry
1/10 SWC Double Dual..Olmsted Falls
1/17 Westlake ..............................Home
1/24 SWC Double Dual ................Avon
2/16 SWC Tournament ...........Midview

Oberlin Phoenix

11/30 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/1 Titan Classic .......................Lorain
12/8 Redskin Invite.......Cuyahoga Hts.
12/15 PAC Double Dual .......Black River
1/5 Columbia Invite ...........Columbia
1/10 PAC Double Dual .........Columbia
1/17 PAC Double Dual...........Brooklyn
1/24 PAC Double Dual .......Black River
2/9 PAC Tournament.............Buckeye

Vermilion Sailors

11/20 Perkins ..................................Away
11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/8 Clear Fork Invite ..........Clear Fork
12/28 Vermilion Super Duals .......Home
12/29 Vermilion Super Duals .......Home

1/4 J.C Gorman Invite ........Mansfield
1/5 J.C Gorman Invite ........Mansfield
1/16 SBC Double Dual ..............Edison
1/18 Maumee Bay Classic .............Clay
1/19 Maumee Bay Classic .............Clay
2/6 SBC Double Dual............Bellevue
2/16 SBC Tournament ...............Lakota

Wellington Dukes

11/30 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/1 Cobos Insurance Classic ..Avon Lake
12/8 Bob Bailey Invite.............Bellevue
12/14 DIII Classic.....................Waterloo
12/15 DIII Classic.....................Waterloo
1/10 PAC Double Dual....Luthern West
1/12 Husky Invite...........Northwestern
1/17 PAC Double Dual................Home
1/24 PAC Double Dual ............Buckeye
1/31 PAC Double Dual ..........Firelands
2/9 PAC Tournament.............Buckeye

Steve Manheim

Brookside’s David Ocasio.
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AM930 WEOL is proud to be
your home for Columbus Blue
Jackets hockey, and there is no
bigger hockey fan than
WEOL’s Matt Douglass. Before
coming to WEOL, Matt actu-
ally worked in the Blue Jackets
organization. Recently, Matt
had a conversation with the
voice of the Blue Jackets, Bob
McElligot, whose colorful calls
you can hear throughout the
NHL season on AM930 WEOL.

Matt: How did your passion
for the game of hockey grow?

Bob: I was born in Pitts-
burgh and at a young age
moved east of the city to Som-
erset, and growing up, I
watched the Penguins, watch
them win two Stanley Cups in
the early 90’s, and hockey
really took off for a lot of peo-
ple in that region, and I devel-
oped a real passion for the
team and the sport. 

See BOB, 27

Interview with Bob McElligot

Bob McElligot
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Matt: Did you ever think
that passion would lead to
where you are now?

Bob: I knew from the time I
was 11 or 12 years old I
wanted to be on the radio. I
actually wanted to be a dj. I
wanted to be a morning show
guy, because it sounded like
those guys had the most fun
on their jobs. But then I got to
high school and while I was a
good baseball player, I could
catch fly balls and cover
ground in the outfield, I
couldn’t hit, so I knew if I was
going to stay into sports, it
was going to be through
another avenue. I had grown
up listening to games on the
radio, and I wanted to stay in
sports, and I still wanted to be
in radio, so it just kind of
came together. I love all
sports, and I still do high
school football on the radio
because it keeps me sharp, it
challenges me, and reminds
me of where I was, how I
started, and an appreciation
of that kind of work and
where I am today.

Matt: Growing up, was there
someone you listened to, that
you wanted to be like?

Bob: Anybody that listens to
the Penguins says I sound like
Mike Lange, who’s a Hall of
Famer and still calls Penguins
games on the radio. I don’t
mean to sound like him as
much as I do; he was just
engrained in me from an early
age.  It’s really neat that now
when we got to Pittsburgh or
the Penguins come to Colum-
bus, this is a guy that I idol-
ized from a distance growing
up as a boy, and now we’re
peers. He’s just a true gentle-
man, the way he treats people
with total class, and it’s what
you hope when you’re growing
up and idolize someone and
really admire them, that if you
ever meet them, they wouldn’t
be a jerk, that they would be
the person you always
thought they were, and Mike
Lange is that person.

Matt: How did you become
connected with the Blue Jack-
ets?

Bob: I was in Syracuse in the
fall of ’99 calling the games for
the Crunch, who at the time
were the farm club of Vancou-
ver. But, it had been deter-
mined that the Crunch were
going to be the affiliate for
Columbus when the Blue
Jackets joined the NHL. The
timing worked well for me.
There was a lot of interaction
between the Crunch and the
Blue Jackets organizations. On
the radio network, I was asked
to do a feature for Columbus
about what was happening on
the minor league level. Then, I
was called up do a couple of
Columbus games when for-
mer play by play man George
Matthews’ father passed away,
and I was able to meet a lot of
people that I had not met face
to face and it created a net-
working opportunity. When
the play by play position
opened permanently, they
came calling again, this time
for good.

Matt: From those early
years, is there a memorable
game or a memorable call
that stands out?

Bob: For me, that very first
playoff game they won in
Pittsburgh on an overtime
goal by Matt Calvert, in look-
ing back, it’s a piece of history.

They had never won a playoff
game until that night, and
they really battled, so that one
really stands out.

Matt: The fans would all
agree, you have some incredi-
ble goal calls like “baloney on
the back wall”, and of course
“two words for you…game
over!” Where do you come up
with those calls and those
sayings?

Bob: That’s a Mike Lange
thing, and I started doing
them in Syracuse because I
knew it would fit in the mar-
ket. I also knew I had to do
something different because I
was competing against Syra-
cuse University football and
basketball programs, so I
knew I had to do something to
stand out so I thought I would
try it. And then, when I was
called up to Columbus to fill
in for George I wasn’t sure if I
should do them at the NHL
level and I talked to Syracuse
head coach Gary Agney, and
he said “Bob, they called you
up because of what you do, so
do what you do”. I always
remembered that so I kept
doing them and they’ve
caught on here as well. As far
as where I come up with
them, they truly just come to
me. It could be in a song, a

television show, a movie, or
even if my wife or kids say
something to me, I’ll hear it,
and say “that’s it!” I also try to
come up with specific ones for
players such as “yes he Cam”
for Cam Atkinson because
that makes them more per-
sonal. In the end, I’m on the
radio, and I think radio is an
entertainment medium, and it
should be more fun, so that’s
what I try to do. It goes back
to me wanting to be a morn-
ing show dj and have fun on
the radio.

Matt: Is there one call that
fans seem to like the best or
you get the most feedback
on?

Bob: Here’s the funny thing,
I don’t know if there is one in
particular, but people in gen-
eral don’t tend to get them
right. It amuses me, they get
the gist of it, and I don’t know
if that’s a knock on me (laugh-
ing), but they never seem to
get them quite the way I say
them. They get the idea
though; they’re listening and
paying attention, so that’s all I
can hope for.

Listen for Bob and his
incredibly entertaining play
by play of Columbus Blue
Jackets hockey during the
NHL season on AM930 WEOL.

BOB
From 26

Matt Calvert overtime goal against the Penguins.
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